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J W. W. Gordon’s Spring 
@7 @ nator.—We solicit the attention of Physic 
instrument. of siminple construction, cutting the skin and inserting the 
virus in one operation, which is instantaneons. It has met with the un- 
qualified approval of every Physician who has used it, 


Baltimore, Md., Nov. 19, 1568. 


Vacci- 


ians to this ingenious 


Dr. J. W. W. Gorpon: 

Dear Sir :—1 have used your Vaccinator the last five years, and I value 
it highly for the following reasons : 

Ist. It is agreat economiser of time and matter 

2d. The operation ia sure to succeed when the virns is good and the 
system in a suitable condition, as the matter is deposited in immediate 
contact with the absorbents, where it must remain, there being no he- 
morrhage to remove it, neither can it be affected by friction on the arm, 
which the patient is so apt to indulge in after the operation. 

8d. It is admirably adapted to timid children, the operation being in- 
Stantaneous, and accompanied with so little pain as in many instances not 
to disturb children wher 

4th. It is of inestimable value by enabling the Physician to determine 
whether the operation is successful, for this reason: the wound inflicted 
by the instrument is so trivial, that the too early appearance of inflamma- 
tion would prove to be the result of spurious matter or of a vitiated sys- 
teu. 


Sleep. 





Very respectfully, 
8s. T. ENIGHT, M.D., 
Health Commissioner. 


The following is the testimonial of Physicians in California, where the 
instrument was first introduced 


San Francisco, Cal., April 28, 1857. 


“We have used Gordon's Spring Vaccinator, and express our approval 
of the same as a superior instrument, and can with contidence recommend 


it to the profession. We have never known it to fail.” 
E. 8. COOPER, M.D., Pres’t Med. Chir, Society. | 
J. M. WILLIAMSON, M.D, J. M. TEWKSBURY, M.D. | 


J.P. MACAULY, M.D 
LORENZO HUBBARD, M.D. 
A. ATKINSON, M.D. M. W. FIFER, M.D. 


Prick—#5.00, sent by mail if desired; a liberal discount to the trade. 
N.B.—Fresh Vaccine Virus constantly on hand—Price $1.00, 
All Orders should be addressed to 
W.J.M. GORDON & BRO, 
Manufacturing Chemists and Druggists, 
N.E. Cor. Central Avenue and Eighth street, 
CINCINNATI, 0, 


Artificial Limbs, for 
Inferior and Superior Extremities, by 


j 

Eh. D- HUDSON M.D,, 
CLINTON HALL, (up stairs.) Eighth Street, or Astor (>) 

Vlace, New York. 
FEET for Limbs shortened by Hip Disease, an important Ae 
apparatus, unique and comely, 

Soldiers provided with legs, without cost, by Dr. H., the only one com- 

missioned by the Surgeon-General, U.S.A., for the Northern Division 
Dr. H., having devoted his attention and practice for fourteen years to 
the subject of Artificial Limbs, has made such improvements upon the 
“Palmer Patent,” the right to which is his by purchase, as to render his 
trea'ment in this branch of surgery superior to all others. The Surgical 


Adjuvant sent gratis. 

REFERENCES. 
Ws. H. Van Buren, M.D., 
STEPHEN Situ, M.D., 
Thomas Markos, M.1)., 
James It. Woop, M dD., | 


Davio P, Smita, M.D. § 
USA. » Surgeon 


J. ROWELL, M.D. 
M. Bb. ANGLE, M.D. 









VaLentTine Mott, M.D., 

Wittarp Parker, M.D., 

J. M. Carnocnan, M.D., 

Gurpon Buex, M.D., 

F. H. Hamitton, M.D., Brigade 
Surgeon of U.S.A., 


im 1 ry! ° 
] yr. Munde’s Water-Cure Establish- 
_ MENT AT FLORENCE, MASS. (near Northampton), is pleasant- 
ly situated in a healthy mountain region, amply supplied with the purest 
softest, and coldest granite water. Shady walks and drives, with pleasant 
views all around ; bowling alleys; bvats; billiard table; pianos: gymnas- | 
tics; several hundred feet of covered piazzas; rooms ul light and air - 
diet plain, but nourishing, abundant and well prepared ; the whole of the 
Institute managed with care, order, and neatness. Dr. Munde though the 
oldest disciple of Priessnitz, and one of the first writers on his system. 
does not cluim for it a greater scope than re ally belongs to it; but as a 
healthy Branch of the Healing Art, based entirely upon physiological 
pinciples, he considers it well worth the attention of the Profession, who 
ought not to confound the good cause with its many bad advocates, * 
For Terms, ete., apply as above. ii 


The “Fifth Avenue Pharmacy,” 
157 FIFTH AVE., BET. 2ist anp 22p ST, : 
. J. P. FILER, Proprietor, 


JOHN CANAVAN, Puarmacevtist. 


The Undersigned would heg to inform the Medical Profession that he 
is again in business at the above establishment, where, having the 
entire control of the Pharmaceutical Department, he will be enabled 
to carry on business as formerly for himself, 


Respectfully, 


J ~" .' 
N.B.—Medicines at all hours, day and night, 5 ata 
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THE HIGH MEDICINAL CHARACTER WHICH 

TARRAN T’S 
EFFERVESCENT SELTZER APERIENT 
Has obtained among physicians generally, has drawn from an eminent 
and very distinguished member of the medical profession of this city 
the following testimonial of its merits. We omit his name, knowing it 
to be the wish of the profession, as a rule, to avoid publicity in con- 
nexion with proprietary articles, 
£ TESTIMONIAL. 

MR, JAMES TARRANT. 

Str:—I have carefully examined, and in many cases prescribed the 
medicine which you presented me, and am happy to bear my testimony 
in its favor. 

It has long been a desideratum with the profession to obtain a cathartic 


at once mild and pleasant, which should combine also the properties 
which exist in 

TARRANT’S EFFERVESCENT SELTZER APERIENT. * 

In those cases where there is an excess of acid in the stomach and 
bowels, producing the usual concomitants, Flatulency, Heartburn, Cos- 
tiveness, ete., the Seltzer Aperient in my hands has proved indeed a va- 
luable remedy. Cathartics are generally obnoxious to children, disguise 
them as you may; in many cases, however, in which I have administered 
your Aperient to children, they have readily taken it, and frequently 
asked me to repeat the dose. To persons visiting warm climates it will 
prove a medicine of much value. 

The facility with which it may be administered, and the elegant man- 
ner in which it is offered to the public, give it a claim to general notice 
which its intrinsic merits fully support. 

(Signed) ——— 





, M.D, 
New York City. 
The Aperient is in the form of a powder, carefully put up in flint glass 
bottles, to keep in any climate, and merely requires water poured upon it 
to produce a delightful effervescent draught. 
Manufactured only by 
TARRANT & CO., 
278 Greenwich, cor. Warren St., 
New York. 
For Sale by all Druggists. 


VACCINE 
Virus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 


most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this city; put up in 
the best form for transmission to any part of the world. elie 
tube, 75 ets; three, $2; single charge of eighth-day lymph, on pointed quills, 
15 cts; fifteen points, $1; single charge, on convex surface of section of 
quill, 20 cts.; ten, $1. Crusts from $1 to $3 aceording to weight. 
Address, Eastern Dispensary, 57 Essex Street, New York. 
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St. Regis Water, from Massena 
SPRINGS, St. Lawrence Co.. N. Y. These waters are richly im- 
pregnated with medicinal salts, possessing singular virtues as remedial 
agents in the treatment of the following complaints ;—Cutaneous Erup- 
tions, Kheumatism, Scrofula, Affections of the Kidneys, Hysteria and 

all Female Irregularities, Constipation, Piles, ete. 
McCOKRD & PLNE, Proprietors, 
Massena, N. Y. 
General Agency, 363 Bowery, cor. Fourth st. N. Y. city. The bottled 

waters may be had from all respectable Druggists. 


Putfalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 


A MONTHLY PERIODICAL. 

The Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthly, contain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews, Cor- 
respondence, Army News, etc., etc. ; including the usual variety of Medi- 
cal Periodical Publications. Specimen copies cent on application, Terms 
$2.00 a year, in advance, 

J. F. MINER, M.D., 


Editor Bugalo Med, and Surg. Jour., 

Buffalo, N. Y. 

‘o the Medical Profession.—Dr. J. 

PARIGOT, late Commissioner in Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 

fessor of the University of Brussels, offers to consult with Gentlemen 

of the Profession, and to give advice on Mental Disorders and Medico- 

Legal Cases. 
Correspondence can be addressed to the care of 
Bariuere Brotuers, 520 Broadway, N. Y. 











\ew York Academy of Medicine.— 


Transactions, Vol. I. Svo. cloth, $2.50. Vol. IL. (ready in a few 
days) ,$2.50. Subscriptions received for the Transactions at $2.00 per 
volume. Bulletin, Vol. L., 1861-62, 8vo. cloth, $2.00. If sent by mail, 36 


cents extra must be remitted for postage on each volume. 
Baiurrs Beoruers, 520 Broadway, N. Y. 
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Original Lectures, 
LECTURES ON 
GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE CHEST. 
By FRANK H. HAMILTON, M.D., 
PROF. OF MILITARY SURGERY AND FRACTURES AT BELLEVUE HOSP. MED, 
COLLEGE, AND LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL; SURGEON 


TO BELLEVUE HOSPITAL, LATE MEDICAL INSPECTOR, 
U.S.A. 


LECTURE IV.—PART IL 

Ir is the general opinion, gentlemen, that when a free 
opening is made into either of the pleural cavities, the lungs 
will immediately and completely collapse. It is certain that 
this will always happen in case the opening is made after 
death and no adhesions exist, and the lungs themselves are 
not congested; but Mr. Guthrie has not found this to occur 
to anything like the same extent in the living body. This 
latter observation has been repeated by Williams, Hennen, 
South, McLeod, Longmore, Ballingall, and Gibson. The 
lung, under these circumstances, it is said, can be seen in 
motion and performing its office, although imperfectly, as it 
does not fill completely the cavity of the pleura. 


These gentlemen declare that this is a common experience, 


even when the lungs are not fettered by adhesions, They 
do not, however, inform us that in any of their cases 
autopsies have been made to confirm their statements of the 
non-existence of adhesions, and it does not appear clearly 
how the condition of the pleural cavity in this respect could 
be otherwise ascertained. Their purpose in making these 
statements is to correct what they regard as a popular error, 
and to justify the opening of the chest and the free admis- 
sion of air in certain cases of dyspnoea. 

I do not find it difficult to conceive that in case one side 
of the thorax preserves its integrity, a small portion of air 
may pass at each act of inspiration into the interior of that 
lung whose pleural cavity is open. The column of air, 
entering through the trachea during the expansion of the 
sound lung, will be divided at the bifurcation of the trachea ; 
and a small portion, in consequence of the momentum it has 
acquired, will be driven into the lung upon the opposite 
side; sufficient, perhaps, to cause a sensible motion in the 
lung of this side, but not sufficient for any useful purpose in 
the maintenance of life. 

I can also understand that if the opening in the pleural 
cavity is smaller than the opening of the glottis, air will not 
be admitted, during the act of inspiration, into the pleural 
cavity as rapidly as into the air cells of the lung, and that 
consequently the motions of the lung will follow, in some 
measure, the motions of the ribs; but inasmuch as it is 
probable that, at each inspiration, more air will enter through 
the wound than will be discharged in expiration through 
the same orifice, this coincidence of motion between the 
lung and the thoracic parietes will soon cease; in other 
words, the lung will, after a time, collapse. 

These are the only explanations of these phenomena 
which seem to me admissible; and, in either case, we could 
not expect the maimed organ to be of any particular ser- 
vice, at least for any length of time, in the decarbonization of 
the blood. Certainly no one will maintain that both pleural 
cavities could be freely opened where no adhésions existed, 
and life be prolonged beyond a few seconds, or minutes at 
most. The few examples of recovery after perforating 
wounds of both sides of the chest which some of these sur- 
geons have recorded, were, no doubt, examples in which 
either the wounds were not sufficiently open to admit the 
air, or the natural cavities were in part obliterated by 
adhesions, 

Mr. Guthrie, whose opinions I have quoted, has not been 
sufficiently clear upon this point; for, while he admits that 
opening both cavities simultaneously has proved “ almost 
instantly destructive to life,” he affirms that, where an 
opening is made into the cavity of the chest in the living 
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body, collapse of the lung does not take place in anything 
like the same extent as in the dead body; and that, to canse 
complete collapse of a living lung, its surface must be com- 
pressed by a fluid or by confined air. 

I will not affirm that Mr. Guthrie is incorrect in his general 
statement of the facts, but I fully believe that in no case will 
the lungs, under the circumstances supposed, expand suffi- 
ciently to answer any useful purpose ; and that, just as cer- 
tainly as we shall destroy the functions of both lungs when 
we open freely both pleural cavities simultaneously, just so 
certainly shall we seriously maim, if we do not actually 
destroy, the function of one lung, when we open freely its 
pleural cavity. 

We are now prepared to consider the circumstances which 
may render it necessary to re-open the wound, or to make a 
new opening at some other point of the thoracic cavity. 

First, in certain cases of heemothorax, the patient, being 
threatened with suffocation in consequence of the great 
accumulation of blood within the pleural cavity, will be re- 
lieved by the evacuation of the blood and the substitution 
of air. I say substitution of air, because it is manifest 
that we cannot evacuate the blood without admitting the 
air freely at the same moment. Those who have recorded 
examples of relief afforded by this operation in these cases, 
have not properly explained its rationale. The explanation 
which I propose to offer is, that air which is allowed to pass 
in and out freely through the external opening, can do no 
more than cause a collapse of one lung; and, indeed, we 
have seen that this collapse has not been always found to 
be complete; but blood imprisoned may accumulate until, 
by its pressure, it causes not only a complete collapse of the 
lung upon the wounded side, but it may finally displace the 
mediastinal septum to such a degree as to impair seriously 
the function of the opposite lung, and even of the heart 
itself, 

We shall be able to determine the existence of hemo- 
thorax by the steadily increasing signs of exhaustion, such 
as a feeble pulse, extreme pallor, faintness, etc.; by the 
occurrence of these symptoms during the period when 
bleeding is most likely to take place, namely, the first few 
days after the accident; by auscultation and percussion, 
The blood will usually at first occupy the most depending 
portions of the cavity, and there will be more or less dul- 
ness, with absence of the natural vesicular murmur, If the 
amount of blood accumulated is excessive, there will be 
present also a feeling of weight, the patient will be inclined 
to lie upon the affected side, the intercostal spaces will fill 
up, the action of the heart will become irregular, and finally 
all the signs of dyspnoea will supervene. (Sabaties has, 
however, seen patients die of concealed thoracic hemorrhage 
in whom dyspnoea was not present, and the patient could 
lie upon either side without inconvenience.) If the wound 
is open, and especially if it is at a depending point, blood 
may be seen to flow, or clots may project from the orifice. 

To these indications of the effusion of blood within the 
pleural cavity Valentin has added ecchymosis, commencing 
about ten days after the receipt of the injury or even later, 
and which presents itself first near the angles of the lower 
or false ribs and extends downwards into the loins. This 
ecchymosis is unaccompanied with swelling or tenderness, 
and is of a bright violet color, being identical in this respect 
with that which appears on the abdomen some time after 
death. This phenomenon, however, must not be regarded 
as absolutely pathognomonic, since it is not always present 
in hzemothorax, and occasionally the same ecchymosis is 
observed after wounds which have not entered the cavity 
of the chest. 

Let it be understood, gentlemen, that upon the closure 
of the wound the surgeon depends very much in these 
alarming examples of internal hemorrhage to correct the 
bleeding, and that nothing but impending suffocation will 
justify its being reopened. This operation is to be deferred, 
therefore, to the latest moment; and then, in order to give 
effectual relief, the opening must be made free, and, in case 

it is deemed advisable to make a new opening, it will be 
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well to select the most depending point of the thoracic 
cavity. 

Second.—While it has been found necessary sometimes 
to open the tnorax in threatened suffocation, in order that 
the blood may be evacuated and air substituted, on the other 
hand cases have occurred in which air alone, accumulated 
and imprisoned in the pleural cavity, has threatened death 
by suffocation, and relief has been afforded by an operation. 

“This seeming paradox is of easy explanation. It will 
happen sometimes that the wound through which the air is 
admitted into the pleural cavity, whether 
muniecates with the bronchial tubes 
the chest—it will happen occasionally, I say, that this 
wound will be so constructed, being oblique or having 
something of a valvular arrangement, as that the air will 
be admitted readily, but it will escape with difficulty. 
There will be an action like that of a force pump; and after 
a time the air may accumulate to such a degree as not only 
to compress the lung upon the wounded side, but it may, 
as in the case of accumulated blood, displace the medias- 
tinal septum and compress the opposite lung. 

Relief now will be afforded by an incision which will 
allow the air to pass in and out with equal freedom. 

The signs of pneumothorax are the absence of the respi- 
ratory murmur, tympamitic resonance, occasionally metallic 
tinkling, decubitus on the affected side, increase in the cir- 
cumference of that side of the thorax, elevation of the inter- 
costal spaces, and finally displacement of the heart, com- 
pression of the opposite lung, and excessive dyspnoea, In 
attempting a diagnosis, the surgeon should be careful not to 
confound a tympanitic resonance, due to intestinal and 
gastric inflation, with that which may be due to the presence 
of air in the cavity of the pleura. 

The operation for the relief of pneumothorax consists in 
enlarging the original wound, or in making an opening with 
a trocar and canula at any point which may be most con- 
venient. 

Third.—Hy drothorax, as aresult of gunshot injuries, may 
demand the re-establishment of the external opening. 

Serum may be effused into the pleural cavities as early 
as the third or fourth day after the receipt of the injury ; 
and in a few days more the accumulation may be sufficient 
to occasion serious embarrassment to the respiration. Its 
presence is recognised by those general signs which indicate 
the accumulation of any fluid within these cavities, namely, 
decubitus upon the affected side, enlargement of the circum- 
ference of the thorax, projection of the intercostal spaces, 
absence of respiratory murmur, dulness on percussion, 
etc.; but it is distinguished from hemothorax in being 
preceded usually by the signs of pleuritis or of pleuro- 
pneumonia, in the absence of those symptoms of prostration 
which must necessarily accompany large bleedings, and in 
the greater facility with which the contained fluid flows 
from one point of the cavity to another on change of position 

If the original opening has completely closed it will be 
proper to select a new point for the operation, and one 
which is sufficiently depending to secure the free evacuation 
of all the fluid. In general the operator will prefer the 
upper margin of the seventh rib, at a point near the junc- 
tion of its posterior and middle-thirds. 

The serum found in the pleural cavity under these cir- 
cumstances is generally more or less mingled with blood ; 
and, if the operation is made as late as the tenth or twelfth 
day, it may contain both flakes of lymph and pus; but its 
fluidity is such usually that it will not require a large open- 
ing for its evacuation. 


this wound com- 


Ot 


Between 1853 and 1863, 358 amputations were per- 
formed at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London. Of these 
93 were primary, 37 secondary, and 228 for disease or mal- 
formation. The ratios of mortality were: after primary 
amputations, 16°1 per cent.; after secondary, 35:1; after 
amputations for disease, 201; after amputation at the 
upper extremity, 10°8; at the lower, 23°6, 
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Original Communications. 


MEDICO-LEGAL JURISPRUDENCE, 
ON A 
PRIZE ESSAY OF THE COLUMBIA COLLEGE LAW SCHOOL. 


By DR. J. PARIGOT. 


Ir is with great pleasure I read in the last January number 
of the American Journal of Insanity an article on Mental 
Unsoundness, as affecting Testamentary Capacity, by Ed- 
mund Wetmore, Esq., a member of the Columbia College 
Law School. It had already been published, but incom- 
pletely, in the American Law Register. Great benefit may 
be expected from a mutual scientific intercourse between 
jurist and physician, aided by the press, especially if they 
have the laudable aim to settle certain difficult medico- 
legal points. It is under that impression that I venture to 
offer some observations on the very interesting paper under 
consideration. 

In medico-legal cases, the first and most absolute neces- 
sity is the strict definition of terms. This condition, which 
alone insures the understanding of all contending parties, 
being obtained, it is clear that medical and legal definitions 
could never lead to a different view of an object. In spite 
of their various relations, social, legal, and scientific, the 
definition of objects must, as nearly as possible, adhere to 
nature ; and as, in another important point of view, truth, 
in its concrete form, depends on the advancement of sci- 
ence, we firmly believe that all social and legal applicancies 
must be changed in the very ratio of our progress 
in science and civilization. Hence the difficulties about the 
psychiatric terminology employed in the laws of all coun- 
tries, since, all are more than a century behind the science 
of that specialty. But that is not all; great care must be 
taken also by writers on these abstruse subjects, to under- 
stand the real sense in which terms are employed in each 
profession ; for it happens sometimes that, by a tacit agree- 
ment, wrong terms, or at least some not well defined, are 
employed by learned and practical men. The very intelli- 
gent essayist, in his analysis of some opinions given on 
moral insanity by the Association of the Superintendents 
of American Asylums in their last meeting in New York, 
remarks that those gentlemen who admitted the existence 
of such a disease, argued the possibility of one of the men- 
tal faculties being altered, and to constitute insanity ; also 
that the same gentlemen pretended there is no reason 
why the brain may not be disordered in such a way, as to 
derange alone the manifestations of the effective faculties, 
just as it might derange the intellectual faculties alone, etc. 
Mr. Wetmore continues further, thus:—‘ The disbelievers 
in moral insanity replied that nothing could rightly be called 
moral insanity, ExXcepT an impulse to do wrong, so uncon- 
trollable by the process of reason—themselves being unim- 
paired—as to amount to disease.” (I ask license to say that 
such disease might be called diastrephia.) Now the Asso- 
ciation of American Psychopathists, of which I have the 
honor to be a member, holds an annual meeting in which 
any subject may be brought unexpectedly for discussion ; 
every one of us is requested to give, nolens volens, his opi- 
nion; and, for my part, I acknowledge my inability to 
treat ex tempore on each of the immense details and 
abstruse difficulties of psychiatry. But, taking the fact as 
it is, we see that even in such a meeting, believers and dis- 
believers might be considered to agree, since the apparent 
difference between both is but the affirmation of a fact by 
one party—fact which the other party con#iders as an excep- 
tion. But the discussion on moral insanity was only inci- 
dental; perhaps nobody was prepared to follow it to its 
most remote relations; and if that medico-legal difficulty 
had been duly analysed, it is possible the assembly might 
have found it necessary to examine the three followimg 
questions :— 
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1st. Is moral insanity to be understood an essential dis- | fore, admit the following inference—that because mo 


ease, something like an essence without matter, and conse- 
quently without visible symptoms ? 


2d. Can a moral or volitional perversion be the result of | 


a morbid state of the brain, and such disease be either 
momentary or permanent? 

3d. If so, what are the symptoms in both cases? 

Perhaps, then, both parties might have agreed that 
moral insanity, no more than any other mental affection, 
can exist as a purely psychical disease, and that a dis- 
ease of the brain (idiopathic or sympathic) might present, 
besides various bodily symptoms, only one psychical symp- 
tom—the impulse to do wrong; in other words, a morbid 
perversion of affections with cruel instincts. Relating to 
what has been called instantaneous or transitory insanity, 
opinions might have been divided on its existence ; crimes 
might find an easy explanation and impunity if such theory 
was accepted without care. In our opinion insane acts 
can only be committed by insane people ; therefore, with- 
out denying the possibility of a sudden irresistible im- 
pulse, physical symptoms must give the guarantee that 
violent passions cannot be turned into insanity. 

We wonder that Mr. W. did not himself find out that a 
pure moral insanity was a nonentity; if there could be 
such a thing, physicians should certainly not be consulted 
by courts, And since he says “the Association admitted 
that manifestations of the emotional faculties, which are 
the concomitant of insanity, and which, from their pecu- 
liar, extravagant, or unnatural character, can pl be 
attributed to disease,” why did he not conclude that 
there is no mental disease, when, at the same time, mental 
and corporeal symptoms are not discoverable? Insanity is 
but intelligible as a relation of two realities of different 
nature; true that generally we, psychopathists, take more 
notice of psychological symptoms, especially those that are 
so preponderant, that it governs the whole mental condi- 
tion of patients. I believe it is a fault; we ought always 
to take the full value of the concomitant signs of a mental 
derangement. 

One important point remains. It is to be regretted that 
Mr. W. should have been led to believe that the notice- 
able point in moral insanity was the character of the act 
that indicates the existence of insanity. This is not exactly 
the case ; acts are of a secondary value for such import- 
ant questions, unless by their ensemble they should be the 
only criterion left by a deceased person to enable one to 
judge of his anterior sanity. One act alone falls in the 
rule, testis unus, testis nullus ; sensible people act often very 
foolishly, and lunatics sometimes very wisely; there is no 
doubt, however, that acts are in close connexion with the 
state of consciousness; but, by themselves alone, without 
the examination of the perpetrator, they cannot convince 
any one of insanity. The very example brought forward 
by Mr. W. shows the truth of this proposition. A similar 
case to the one related in his memoir happened in Bel- 
gium. A man was suspected of insanity for having 
quietly divested himself of his clothes in a public walk, 
which at the time was crowded by the élite of the 
place. Sent to the Gheel asylum, it was found that he suf- 
fered from no delusion, no pathological symptom whatsoever 
could be detected; and at last the man confessed that he 
had committed what everybody judged an insane act for 
the purpose of attaining a comtortable home. But I be- 
lieve the prize essayist to be convinced, himself, of the 
insufficiency of one act to establish an insane case, for he 
says :— “If it is impossible to pronounce any case to be 
one of insanity until the existence of mental alienation is 
actually proved, then it is possible that an insane man (I 
suppose the author means a seemingly one,) should be held 
respousible for his acts,” 

conclude by saying that moral obliquity by itself is 
also never a sign of insanity. There are cases in which 
virtuous men have shown immoral propensities during 
their insanity ; but generally, the former qualities, or de- 
fects prior to insanity, follow its victims. cannot, there- 
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obliquity might be a psychical symptom of insanity, it 
should constitute a part of a whole being. It cannot be 
compared to the method employed first by Cuvier, and 
afterwards by Buckland, Prof. Agassiz, and others, who, 
with sometimes diminutive and partial remnants of un- 
known animals, have proceeded to their reconstruction ; 
the conditions of existence constitute necessary relations of 


| form, whereas the perversion of our moral nature is not 








necessarily a condition of insanity. Moral obliquity may 
act as a cause of a pathological condition of the brain, and 
produce a mental disease. Resuming my propositions, I 
believe, with the majority of American psychopathists, 
that moral insanity is a term in opposition to the nature 
of the disease, and conveying a false notion to jurist and 
physician. 

In a future communication I intend to review the 
remainder of Mr. W.’s paper on testamentary capacity. 


———— 


NITROUS OXIDE, OR “ LAUGHING GAS” 
AS AN AN ESTHETIC, 


SOME OBSERVATIONS UPON CHLOROFORM AND ETHER 
FOR THE SAME PURPOSE, 


By A. WESTCOTT, M.D., D.D.S., 


OF SYRACUSE, NW, Y. 


WITH 


Tne great interest which has of late been manifested rela- 
tive to the nitrous oxide, or “ laughing gas,” not only by 
our profession but by the community at large, has led me 
to feel that some more careful’ exposition should be made 
of its properties and effects than I have seen in any medi- 
cal or dental journal. One would be led to believe, from a 
host of testimony (if assertions made in advertisements can 
be regarded as testimony), that this gas is not only harmless 
under all circumstances and “in every stage of disease,” 
but that its aneesthetic effect is far superior to that of chlo- 
roform or ether, and hence it should supersede both of 
these articles for this purpose. For this conclusion I have 
seen really no reason given except assertions, and these 
mainly confined to the advertisements of those who in my 
judgment are very poorly qualified, either from medical 
skill or chemical knowledge, to give an opinion, and whose 
conscientiousness seems to be more deficient than either. 
No one can deny that even these, sent broadcast as they 
are throughout the land, do very much towards forming 
public opinion; and the question arises— Does either the 
medical or dental profession do itself justice in thus keep- 
ing silence, and allowing empirics not only to form public 
sentiment in regard to such powerful agents, but in fact to 
control their administration? Certainly neither of these 
professions should complain of public sentiment in regard 
to any branch of either profession while the intelligent 
members of both decline to take any measures to counter- 
act such a state of things. Most of these advertisers can 
command “ editorials,” written by themselves, in our pub- 
lic prints by paying for them, and thus have their asser- 
tions endorsed by what seems to be respectable authority, 
till the whole public mind becomes poisoned with what 
may be the most absurd theories and practices. Nor is 
their medium of communication confined to public journals, 
as may be seen from the following most remarkable quota- 
tion from the N. Y. Dental Journal, and which I conclude 
to be editorial :—“ We are under the necessity of believing 
that the world still progresses, in a dental point of view, 
by the introduction of nitrous oxide, as dentists are not 
afraid to take their own anesthetic. We must confess that 
chloroform or ether we were unwilling to take ourselves, 
and never did to insensibility, and never gave it with entire 
freedom from apprehension. But nitrous oxide we have 
often taken for our own satisfaction, without the slightest 
deleterious effects, and the pleasurable sensations we feel 
are beyond description. Jn fact it renders the much needed 


extraction of teeth a pastime of pleasure and happiness.” 
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I have lately seen several articles in different public jour- 
nals of this character upon the nitrous oxide or “ laughing 
gas,” and the reasoning in each was essentially thus— 
* This gas, being composed of the very elements of the air, 
oxygen and nitrogen, it is of course perfectly harmless, 
and containing a larger proportion of oxygen than the 
atmosphere, it is hence not merely more exhilarating, but 
more healthful.” Now these positions, supported by such 
reasoning, are not merely fallacious but absurd ; they imply 
a most profound ignorance of the laws of chemical affinity, 
and if these constitute the basis of experiments upon the 
human system, become as dangerous as absurd. There 
are few so ignorant as not to understand that the oxygen 
of the air is absolutely necessary to support life, and also 
the necessity of its being diluted with nitrogen. Now, 
while the former would prove too stimulating (not exhila- 
rating) if breathed in the pure state, the latter would de- 
stroy life still sooner by reason of its possessing no life- 
supporting quality. But these mixed (not chemically com- 
bined), as in the atmosphere, in proportion of one of oxy- 
gen to three of nitrogen, constitute a medium just fitted 
for respiration. 

The fallacy and absurdity of the reasoning above alluded 
to comes of blending a mere mixture, where each gas re- 
tains its own elemental properties, with a chemical combi- 
nation where both elements are absorbed in a new com- 
pound, differing essentially in all its properties from either 
element. In any mere mixture we may always calculate 
with certainty the result on knowing the nature and pro- 
portion of each of the constituents. Milk, spirits, or any 
other article mixed with water does not lose any of its 
own properties, but is simply diluted. Precisely so is it 
with the oxygen of the air. It is simply diluted with 
nitrogen, a gas having, as a simple substance, no active pro- 
perty. But the case stands very different when these ele- 
ments are combined chemically. By the agency of chemi- 
cal affinity the most simple elements result in the most 
acrid compounds; and on the other hand, the most acrid 
substances form the most harmless and inert compounds, 
An example of the former we have in the union of oxygen 
and nitrogen (‘simply the elements of the air we breathe”) 
which results in nitric acid, and of the latter in the union 
of sulphuric acid and lime, resulting in that tasteless and 
harmless substance, plaster of Paris. To illustrate the 
entire antagonism between a compound and its constitu- 
ents, we can refer to none more striking than that pro- 
duced by the union of oxygen and hydrogen; while the 
former is the great and almost the only supporter of com- 
bustion, the latter will not support combustion, but is one 
of the most inflammable of all substances; the resulting 
compound of the chemical union of these two gases is water, 
a substance wholly antagonistic in all its properties to both 
of its elements. Now it would be just as rational for one 
to contend, while drinking water or breathing its vapor, 
that he was drinking or breathing oxygen or hydrogen, as 
to say that he was breathing oxygen when it was chemi- 
cally combined with any other substance. The universal 
law of chemistry is, that whenever any two substances are 
united by chemical affinity, the properties of both are 
changed, and the result is a third substance differing from 
either, and that the elements in such compounds cannot 
act in their individual capacity till a positive decomposition 
is effected. And hence the perfect absurdity of supposing 
that we are breathing oxygen simply because we may be 
inhaling something containing oxygen as a chemical con- 
stituent. 

These examples might be multiplied ad infinitum, but I 
shall offer but one other, which will not only illustrate re- 
markable changes wrought by chemical affinity between 
different substances, but where an equally surprising result 
is obtained by combining the same substances simply in 
“ different proportions,” and I can offer no better example 
than is seen in these very gases—oxygen and nitrogen—in 
the different vee chgma in which they are capable of be- 
ing united. Bearing in mind the nature and properties of 
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these two gases, as simple substances, or when they are 
simply mixed, as in the atmosphere, let us see what changes 
are wrought by chemically combining them and in differ- 
ent proportions, 

These two gases are capable of being combined in five 
different proportions : 


: Proportion. 2 Result. . 
Ist. Oxygen 1, Nitrogen 1—Nitrous Oxide—[laughing 
gas} 
2d. . 2, . 1—Nitric Oxide. 
3d, 4 3, 3: 1—Hypo-nitrous acid. 
4th. + 4, at 1—Nitrous Acid. 
Mh. * 5, . 1—Nitric Acid—[aqua fortis.] 


It is not necessary to describe the peculiar qualities of all 
of these compounds. It is sufficient to say that while one 
proportion of oxygen and one of nitrogen, chemically com- 
bined, form the exhilarating or Laughing Gas, two pro- 
portions of oxygen, with the same amount of nitrogen, 
form the Nitric Oxide gas, a single inspiration of which 
would destroy life almost instantly. And five proportions 
of oxygen with one proportion of nitrogen, constitute Ni- 
tric Acid, or aqua fortis—a substance not tolerated by any 
part of the human system for a single moment. 

But if the theory above alluded to be correct, viz. “The 
more oxygen a compound contains the more healthful and 
exhilarating it becomes,” and this is the one sought to 
be impressed upon the public mind, then nitric acid, con- 
taining five times the relative amount of oxygen that ni- 
trous oxide does, should be five times as healthful and exhi- 
larating as the latter gas! 

The upshot of this whole matter is simply this: no man, 
however good a chemist he may be, can predict the nature 
of a compound by any study of its elements, much less 
its effect upon the human system. This is to be done, and 
only to be done, by actual experiment. The chemist who 
first discovered that the combination of one equivalent of 
each of the two gases, oxygen and nitrogen, constitutes the 
exhilarating gas, was of course entirely familiar with the 
nature and properties of both of its constituents, and yet he 
was doubtless not a little surprised to find the resulting 
compound was of such a character, nor could his surprise 
have been less when he found that simply by doubling the 
amount of oxygen the resulting compound was of a most 
deadly character as regards its effects upon the human sys- 
tem. There are now three substances in use as anesthetic 
agents, viz. sulphuric ether, chloroform, and nitrous oxide 
—the chemical composition of each of which is as follows: 

Nitrous oxide is composed of—Nitrogen 1 proportion, 
oxygen 1 proportion. 

Sulphuric ether—Carbon 4 proportions, hydrogen 5 pro- 
portions, oxygen 1 proportion. 

Chloroform—Carbon 2 proportions, hydrogen 1 propor- 
tion, chlorine 3 proportions. 

From the above it will be seen that inasmuch as the 
effect of each of these upon the human system is essen- 
tially the same, no judgment can be based upon their com- 
position as to their nature in this relation. While the 
nitrous oxide is one-half oxygen, ether contains but one- 
tenth, and chloroform not one particle of oxygen. The 
question now naturally arises what is the effect of the ni- 
trous oxide as shown by actual experiment? I answer in 
general terms by comparison. 

It is essentially the same as that produced by chloroform 
or ether, with at least two drawbacks against it, which I 
shall hereafter point out. The first effect of any and of all 
of these agents is to produce great and rapid excitement 
throughout the whole system—the blood-vessels are en- 
larged, and the biood circulates with nearly or quite double 
its usual rapidity. When this exhilarating stage has reach- 
ed its height, a stupor gradually supervenes, and the pulse 
correspondingly lessens, till frequently it becomes fright- 
fully slow and weak. Now it is very easy to account for 


this rapid exhilaration. A stimulant taken into the stomach 
as ardent spirits, has to pass through the ordinary channels 
of digestion before it reaches the brain, but this, being ab- 
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sorbed by the blood, as it passes through the lungs, is taken 
almost instantly to the brain. But as to how it produces 
its anesthetic effects, or entire insensibility to pain, is a 
question far more difficult of solution. There are two theo- 
ries upon this point; the one accounts for the phenomenon 
by supposing that the extraordinary amount of blood car- 
ried to the brain produces actual compression upon this or- 
gan, and that the effect is the same as if the skull were 
actually depressed, which always produces insensibility. 

Pror. Stmpson, of Edinburgh, who first introduced chlo- 
roform into surgical and dental practice, accounts for this 
result by ascribing it to its peculiar effect upon the nervous 
system. He contends that those nerves which control mo- 
tion are first affected by it, those of sensation next, and 
that it may, under peculiar circumstances, reach and paralyse 
the vital nerves, in which case instant death must ensue. 
But it matters very little which theory we adopt, either in 
regard to its anzsthetic or fatal effects, as the modus ope- 
randi in producing them is essentially the same in each of 
the three ; and as a legitimate conclusion, it follows that if 
there is in any given case any good reason why ether or 
chloroform should not be used, there must be a still stronger 
one for avoiding the nitrous oxide gas. Neither of them if 
pure is, strictly speaking, poisonous, yet each of them will 
destroy life. My own view of these articles is this: that 
any agent capable of producing so unnatural a state, in so 
short atime, must necessarily thoroughly test the soundness 
of all who have this test applied, and if they have any phy- 
sical ailments or defects, it will be quite sure to find them. 
It hardly need be added, that the employment of such 
agents should be confined to those thoroughly skilled in 
medical science, and, at that, used with the utmost caution. 
In regard to the comparative effect of these three sub- 
stances respectively, my conviction is, that while the nitrous 
oxide is by far the most exhilarating, its anzesthetic effects 
are greatly inferior to either of the others. 

(To be Continued.) 





ON THE VALUE OF LOCAL TREATMENT IN 
CHRONIC DIARRHQGA AND DYSENTERY. 
By HENRY M. LYMAN, M.D., 


OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

White waiting, yesterday, for a train at a railway station 
near this city, my attention was attracted to the history of 
his experience with which a lieutenant of the 7th Kansas 
Cavalry Regiment was entertaining an acquaintance. This 
officer was a tall, robust man in the prime of life, in 
perfect health, at home on furlough with his regiment 
which had lately re-enlisted in the veteran corps. For 
more than two years he had been in active service, jay- 
hawking in the wildest regions of the south-west. It was a 
life he enjoyed, so full of excitement and activity. He had 
served as a volunteer through the war with Mexico, when 
a very young man, and had through all the risks of 
those perilous campaigns, without wound or sickness of any 
kind, till the arrival of his regiment in New Orleans at the 
close of the war. He was there attacked with diarrhoea, 
which remained unchecked, and soon became chronic—the 
regular camp dysentery. Treatment seemed to produce no 
effect ; several physicians abandoned the case in despair ; 
and after several months had gone by, death seemed immi- 
nent. From about one hundred and sixty pounds, his 
weight had fallen to ninety pounds, and emaciation was 
still progressing. One day, however, as he was brooding 
over his sufferings and wretched condition, he became im- 
pressed with the idea that if he “could be thoroughly 
greased inside,” he would get well. He at once procured 
a quantity of castor oil, and swallowed a tumblerful. No 
purgative effect was produced by this draught, only a por- 
tion of the oil was voided unchanged the next morning. 
This application, for it was nothing else, afforded great 
relief, and was repeated every day. Recovery commenced 
immediately, and in a few weeks’ time was complete, and 
has never been followed by any return of the disease. 














My own observations, while on duty in the hospitals at 
Nasliville, taught me the great value of eastor oil in the 

great majority of cases of chronic disease of the intestines, 

One case, a hospital orderly, who was with me five months 
after his recovery, had suffered four months with a diarrhoea 

which had reduced his flesh “ nearly one-half,” he said. A 

few doses of castor oi] and Jaudanum relieved him completely, 

and he experienced no further trouble while under my 

observation. In the management of these cases in hospital 

practice, much depends upon the nurse. In most of the 

wards I found dysentery and diarrheea very intractable, but 
I had one nurse whose patients nearly all recovered. 

When castor oil was ordered in his ward, it was taken; and 
when an injection was prescribed, it was always adminis- 
tered, no matter how great the reluctance of the patient to 
submit to an operation which our western soldiers seemed 

to dread more than the loss of blood. The treatment which 
we found most successful consisted in perfect rest, total 
abstinence from water, counter-irritant applications to the 
abdomen, cholagogues pro re nata, castor oil combined with 
laudanum, When there was much pain and frequent ejec- 
tions, when the colon was Pact § starch enemata, con- 
taining oxide of zinc, and morphia or belladonna, were used, 
When there was pain in the sigmoid flexure, attended with 
purulent discharges, we derived great benefit from the use of 
tr. iodin. co., dissolved with a small portion of extract of 
belladonna in glycerine, and carried to the seat of disease 
through a long, flexible injecting pipe. In this way an offi- 
cer, attached to the staff of Maj.-Gen. Rosecrans, was cured 
of ulceration of the sigmoid flexure. His military zeal, how- 
ever, carried him too soon again into active service ; and after 
a few months of exposure and fatigue, the disease was 
revived, and will probably continue to harass its victim, so 
long as his restless energy continues to interfere with that 
perfect repose without which all medication is useless, 
More fortunate was another of the officers of the same staff, 
who came home, from the war in Mexico, I think, with a 
chronic dysentery, which resisted all the usual forms of 
treatment, and was rapidly destroying him. With charac- 
teristic decision this gentleman at length made up his mind 
that “ this thing must be stopped ;” so, having purchased a 
syringe and a quantity of excellent brandy, he shut himself 
up at home and proceeded to fill his colon with the undiluted 
liquor every night and morning. At the end of three 
weeks he was well, and has been well ever since. This ma 

seem like heroic treatment; it was certainly endured wit 

heroic fortitude, for the pain attending each injection was 
terrific ; “ it was like throwing liquid fire into the bowels.” 

Cuicao, IIL, Feb. 23, 1864. 


Cot.opiem ror tHe Stinc or Wasrs.—Dr. Munve gives 
the following :—About a week ago, on removing the cover 
of a warm-water reservoir, in the loft of one of my houses, 
I was stung by a wasp in the first joint of my right index, 
a little below the nail. The pain was intense, and inflam- 
mation set in immediately. Before I reached my office 
the joint had swollen considerably. Instinctively—I might 
almost say so, though I thought of the action of the ether 
—TI seized a vial with collodium, and covered the injured 
place all over, when, to my surprise, the pain left immedi- 
ately, the swelling subsided, and a minute after I had no 
other unusual feeling in the joint than that of the contrac- 
tion caused by the drying collodium. When after two or 
three days the latter had been removed, I could see the 
dark spot where the sting had entered, but did not dis- 
cover the sting, which had not been left in the wound, I 
do not know whether my accidental discovery is new, but 
I thought if it were unknown, it was interesting enough to 
be communicated. 

M. Homotte has found the following powder efficacious 
in two cases where obstinate constipation had raised the 
question of operation for artificial anus :—-Powdered strych- 
nine, sth gr. ; powdered nux vomica, }th gr. ; calcined mag- 
nesia, 6 grs.—Mix. One powder a day at first, then two 
and finallv three per diem,— Lancet. 
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Progress of Medical Serence. 


ACUPRESSURE. 


Dx. Siupson, 
low ing 
sure :— 


n one ol 
comparison between 


Tue Licature. 

1. Requires isolation, and 
consequently some detach- 
meut of the end of the vessel. 

2. Produces laceration of 
tlhe two internal coats of the 
artery. 

3. Produces strangulation 
of the external cout. 

4. Leads on to ulceration 
or molecular de-truction of 
the external coat of the con- 
stricted part. 

5. Cause: mortification of 
the artery at the tel point, 
and usuaily also below it. 

6. Produces, consequent- 
ly, a dead, 
slough of 
ture |. 

7. If organic, it imbibes 
aniinal fluids, which spe e.lily 
decompo-e and irritate. 


decom pusing 


each part jiga- 


8. Requires to produce 
the h ghest stages of inflam- 
maton at ligatured 
end, viz. ulceration, suppu- 
ration, and mortification. 

9. ls not removable ex- 
cept by the slow ulceration 
aid slougining of the liga- 
tured ves «l, which requires 
a period of fiom four or five 
to twen'y days and more. 

10. Generally requires 
two persons for its a)plica- 
thon, 

ll. Is sometimes followed 
by secondary lemorrhage, 
as an effect of ulceration and 
sloughing. 

12. Sometimes fails alto- 
gether in cases of recurring 
secondary hemorrhage. 

13. Sometimes cannot be 
applied till the surgeon first 
exposes the bleeding vessels 
by the knife. 


euch 


14. Prevents, as a foreign 
body, adhesion by first in- 
tenticn along its track as 
long as it remains, 

15. Stops only the artery 
tied. 

16. Stops only one artery. 


17. Is not unfrequently 
followed by surgical fever, 
from leading to the forma- 
tion, and allowing absorp-; 


tion of septic matters, g 


his clinical le 


tures, draws the fol- 
the ligature and acupres- 


ACUPRESSURE. 
Requires none, 


Produces none, 


Produces none. 


Produces none. 


Produces none. 


Produces none, 


Requires only metallic 
needles or threads, which 
are incapable of imbibing 
animal fluids, 

Requires to produce in- 
flamimation up to the stage 
of adhesion only. Z 


Is removable in an hour, a 
day, ete., at the will of the 
operator, 


Requires only one person. 


Is seldom followed by this 
form of secondary hemor- 
rhage, as there is no ulcera- 
tion or sloughing. 

Has succeeded under such 
circumstances where the li- 
guture has failed. 

Does not necessarily re- 
quire the exposure of the 
vessel, and, therefore, has 
sometimes prevented the ne- 
cessity of using the knife. 

Is early withdrawn, and is 
hence fur less opposed to 
primary union. 


Stops generally both ar- 
tery and vein, 

May close two or more 
smatier arteries, by means of 
a single needle, 

Is much less likely to be 
followed by surgical fever, 
because it does not lead to 
the formation of septic mat- 
ter, and closes the veius as 
well as arteries, 


j 
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18, For these various rea- 
sons, primary union rare, 
heiling slow, and septic or 
surgical fever not uncom- 


Primary union more fre- 
quent, healing quicker, and 
septic or surgical fever less 
common, 


mon. 





Arports of Societies. 





NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
STatep Meetine, Nov. 11, 1564. 
DR. D. 8. CONANT, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR, 
(Concluded from page 126.) 
Dr. Baver’s SPECIMEN. 
Dr. Conant was disposed to think that the case was not 
one of fiacture, imasmuch as the bodies of two or three of 
the vertebrae were absorbed, and that there was no attempt 
at anchylosis at the end of a period of three years, 
hen aga.n there should be a paralysis of the lower extre- 
mities immediate y following the accident. 

Dr. Baver contended that the bodies of the vertebra 
were not destroyed, aud argued that the non-union was 
cause.l by long-continued iritaticn. As evidence of the 
traumatic origin of the lesion he instanced the fact, that the 
application of an apparatus was attended with instant re- 
lief: 

Dr. Conant remarked that the application of an appara- 
tus in cases dependent upon constitutional disease was also 
followed by such a result. 

Dr. ParkkR was also disinclined to the idea of fracture 
having existed at all, as there were no data for founding 
such an opinion. 


INTERESTING CASE OF RENAL DISEASE. 

Dr. Exurot presented a pair of kidneys taken from a 
multipara, who entered Believue Hospital on the Thursday 
before. At the time of her admission she was in her eighth 
month of pregnancy with her sixth child. She never had 
trouble with previous confinements. She was exceedingly 
drowsy, and answered questions very unsatisfactorily. As 
the result of persistent questioning, 1t was zscertained that 
she had suffered from dizziness during a previous preg- 
nancy, and that a few years ago she had been subject to a 
pufliness about the face and hands in the morning. The 
pulse was 100, and quite feeble. The left pupil was some- 
what dilated, and contracted sluggishly under the influence 
of light, as compared with the other. On the Sunday be- 
fore, while rising from the breakfast table, she became sud- 
denly paralysed on her le‘t side ; sensibility of the side was 
very defective; tickling of the foot, however, produced the 
customary jactitation. The urine presented a moderate 
amount of albumen, and had a specific gravity of .1020, and 
was normal in color. Examined microscopically by Dr. 
Francis Delafield, it showed no evidences of casts, but there 
was a considerable amount of blood present. The urine 
dribbled from her, the bladder not being distended, and the 
secretion was caught by a cup placed between the thighs. 
The os was dilated to the size of half a dollar, but not di- 
latable. The foetal head could be detected within the os, 
presenting in the first position, the summum of intensity 
of the foetal heart was upon the left side. 

On the suspicion that the case might be one of uremia, 
and threatening convulsions, the necessity for inducing pre- 
mature labor was seriously thought of. A saline cathartic 
was administered on Thursday with the effect of brighten- 
ing her intellect on the day following. There was, how- 
ever, still a good deal of jactitation present, though this 
condition was not persistent. On Saturday she was so much 
improved that it was decided to defer the induction of the 
premature labor, in hopes that the case was not so serious 
a one as was first supposed. It was then thought that the 
bloody urine might be due to simple congestion of 
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the kidney, and in that view Dr. Mola was directed to ap- 
ply wet cups to the lumbar region, and in case she bore the 
remedy well, to apply them also to the back of the neck. 
Dr. Mola came to the conclusion very properly, after the 
first application of cups, not to repeat them, The patient 
passed the night as usual, and in the morning, by the help 
of the attendant, was able to sit up in bed. Shortly after 
she lay down, and without any warning the liquor amnii 
escaped, followed by the child, and when the nurse, who 
was only a few feet distant from her, came to the bed, she 
found the child, placenta and all, between the thighs of the 
patient. Some clots followed; firm pressure was made upon 
the uterus; and Dr. Mola being sent for, arrived imme- 
diately. Dr. Mola found the uterus well contracted, and 
immediately resorted to the best possible means to guard 
against hemorrhage. When Dr. Eiliot saw the case in 
the course of the day, she was breathing automatically, and 
died soon after. 

Autopsy.—The head being examined, there was an undue 
amount of sub-arachnoid fluid. The arachnoid membrane 
was opalescent. The two lateral ventricles also contained 
an abnorinal amount of fluid. The choroid p'exus was pale. 
About the fissure of Sylvius there was evident softening of 
the brain substance. There were slight adhesions in the 
chest, and there was also fluid in the pericardium. The 
right kidney, weighing about four ounces, contained a 
cavity occupied by a whey-like fluid, while the walls of this 
cavity were extremely thin, reducing the organ almost to 
the condition of a multilocular cyst. The ureter leading 
from the kidney was also filled with the same material, and 
was increased in calibre. This tube being cut off a short 
distance below, was not fo‘lowed further. In one of the 

ouches of the kidney was found a small renal calculus, 
Jr. Elliot’s theory was, that a calculus had at one time 
escaped from the kidney and become arrested at its en- 
trance into the bladder, causing thereby dilatation of the 
ureter and pelvis of the kidney, and lastly, by the accumu- 
lation of the matter causing absorption of the substance of 
the gland. The other kidney weighed seve» ounces and was 
periectly healthy, being abundanily able, to all appearance, 
to perform the excretory function allotted to it. 

r. Elliot ascribed the presence of albumen in the urine 
to the muco-purulent fluid found in the ureter and pelvis of 
the right kidney. He was of the belief that the-patient 
would have recovered, had she not been at the time of par- 
turition in such an anzemic state that she was unable to bear 
the loss of the usual amount of blood. He could not ek- 
plain the head sy nptoms or paralysis in any other way, 
save upon the supposition that the tissue remaining in the 
right and existing in the left kidney was not sufficient to 
excrete the necessary amount of urea. The tissue of both 
kidneys was in a perfectly healihy state. 

Dr. Post presented the stump of the limb of a man that 
had been wounded through the ankle at the battle of Get- 
tysburgh. The leg was amputated midway between the 
ankle and knee, ~Dr. Post saw the case a short time since, 
and found the leg flexed at nearly a right angle, and the 
tibia in a state of necrosis. Under the circumstance he 
concluded that it was best to re-amputate the leg at the 
place of election, which he did. The posterior tibial nerve 
was found gangliform and expanded at the extremity of the 
stump as usual. The sequestrum extended from the free 
extremity of the stump to the puintof amputation. A por- 
tion of the healthy compact ussue was removed to show 
the position of the necrosis in the substance of the shaft. 

Dr. MarkoeE remarked, that the sequestrum was not a 
tubular one, as is found often in the os brachii and femur, 
due to the division of the nutrient artery of the bone. 


CYANOSIS FROM MALFORMATION OF THE LEFT VENTRICLE, 


Dr. Lewis Smita presented a heart removed from an infant 
38 hours old. On the 21st of October he was called to a 
woman in confinement with her second child. The labor 
terminated favorably. The child wus resuscitated without 
difficulty ; its cries were strong, and its color was natural. 


| Stance, and that covered by the endocardium. 
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| Thirty-six hours after, Dr. Smith wascalled to see the child, 


which was livid, gasping for breath, the respirations being 
sixty per minute, and the pulse 140. He learned that 
shortly after his first visit, the child began, to breathe irre- 
gularly, and that finally the symptoms of suffocation fairly 
declared themselves, The litle one died three hours after- 
wards. 

At the autopsy the lungs were found solid throughout, 
except at their anterior margin, a remarkable circumstance, 
inasmuch as the child cried during most of the night be- 
fore. The right side of the heart was normal, the ductus 
arteriosus was large, and contained none of the fibrinous 
elots which close the artery. On the left side of the heart 
was found an interesting malformation; in the place of the 
ventricle was a small cavity lined by a dense fibrinous sub- 
There were 
no columnz carnee nor chorde tendiness. The cavity 
would only hold 25 minims. The aorta is also very small. 

The Society then adjourned. 
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RECIPROCITY OF MEDICAL SERVICES BETWEEN 
BELLIGERENTS. 
Ar the very commencement of our great national struggle 
we advocated the establishment of such a regulation or 
understanding between the contending armies as would 





| Secure the entire exemption of the medical officers, hospi- 
| tals, and medical stores from seizure, or even from inter- 


ference. The first battle of Bull Run disclosed the horrors 
of a battle-field where the sacred mission of our profession 
is disregarded, and where the surgeon is treated as a com- 
batant. A few heroic surgeons resolved to sacrifice all in 
behalf of the wounded, and remained courageously at 
their posts during the terrible panic, laboring to mitigate 
the sufferings of those who had fallen. In the midst of 
their humane efforts they were seized as prisoners, con- 
veyed to headquarters, and compelled to give their parole 
before they could return to their duty. In some cases 
several days elapsed be!ore the surgeon was permitted to 
resume his care of the wounded. In all cases their instru- 
ments, medicines, and medical stores were seized and 
appropriated. When the wounded had all been cared for, 
the Federal surgeons were sent to Richmond, where they 
remained several months before they were allowed to 
return home. Several died in prison, and their memories 
should ever be held in grateful remembrance. 

The first proposition to open negotiations with the rebel 
authorities for the purpose of securing a reciprocity of me- 
dicul and surgical services was made previous to this bat- 
tle, at the Surgical Section of the Academy of Medicine, at 
the suggestion, we believe, of Dr. Henry 8S. Hewir, of this 
city, formerly a distinguished member of the medical staff 
of the Regular Army, and now the senior surgeon of the 
volunteer staff. Holding most enlightened opinions of the 
mission of the medical staff as the conservator of human 
life, in whatever position or condition it is found in peril, 
Dr. Hewir has labored zealously and strenuously to further 
this most humane object. At one period he obtained con- 
sent of the Commanding General to visit the enemy under 
a flag of truce, and arrange the details of a reciprocity of 
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medical service, but he was recalled before he reached the 
rebel lines. 

The proposition has never been received with that favor 
which its importane » deserves by our own general officers. 
They have constantly manifested either great indifference 
or a fear of yielding what was not due, or of being over- 
reached in the arrangement. But that such a negotiation 
is possible, and that its results may be most satisfactory, 
we have historical evidence. Among the interesting deve- 
lopments made by the Committee of the International 
Conference, assembled at Geneva, to examine the means 
of supply ing the deficiencies of the Sanitary departments of 
armies in the field, is that relating to the reciprocity of 
medical services. A London contemporary makes the 
following extract from the report:—‘ During the war of 
the Austrian succession, Marshal de Noailles, commander- 
in-chief of the French army, concluded an arrangement 
at Aschaffenburg with Lord Stair, commander in-chief of 
the English army, by which they engaged to regard hos- 
pitals as sanctuaries, and to protect them mutually. This 
engagement was strictly fulfilled during the war, On 
the 6th of February, 1759, a similar engagement was con- 
cluded in Flanders between General Conway for the King 
of Great Britain and the Marquis de Barrail for the King 
of France. The treaty concluded between the King of 
France and Frederick the Great of Prussia on the 7th 
of September, 1759, contains a clause by which the 
contracting parties bind themselves to take care of the 
wounded, to provide them with food and medicine, 
that their physicians and servants shall be permitted to 
attend them with a passport from their general, and that 
all wounded shall be sent home either by land or water, as 
may best suit them, with the sole condition that the 
wounded prisoners shall not serve until they have been 
exchanged ; also that the sick in hospital shall not be made 
prisoners, but when recovered shall be sent home by the 
shortest road. The same rule applied to commissaries, 
chaplains, physicians and surgeons, apothecaries, and hospi- 
tal attendants. General Moreau, commander-in-chief of 
the French army in the year 1800, prepared a similar 
treaty, and proposed it to General Kray, commander of 
the Austrian army, who refused to accede to it.” 

Although our own authorities have never moved active- 
ly in this matter, there has still been that sense of the 
necessity of a just regard for the services of the medical staff, 
that surgeons have generally not been detained very long 
by either party. There has, however, been little or no 
regard paid to surgical instruments, medical stores, ete., 
and the consequence is that a vast amount of needless 
suffering has followed every battle. This is a subject 
which should still be agitated by the medical profession 
persistently, until the needed relief is obtained. 

——— 

NEW YORK COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY ON HEALTH REFORM. 
Tur New York County Mepicat Society stands as a living 
monument of the power of the medical profession in the 
Government of the State half a century ago. It was 
organized by statute law, with powers and privileges which 
gave it the control of the practice of physic in the county. 
The State, to an almost unlimited extent, constituted it the 
guardian of the health of the people, inasmuch as it was 
made the final arbiter in all questions affecting the purity 
and efficiency of the medical profession. No one can think 
it strange, therefore, that those who are interested in 
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health reform should submit to this Society their plans, and 
ask its candid judgment and friendly counsel. Accordingly 
at the last meeting of that Society a Health Bill, drafted 
by Dr. Wittarp Parker, Dr. James R. Woop, Dr. James 
Axprrson, F. 8. Winston, Ese., and other gentlemen of 
respectability, was presented for its consideration and 
indorsement. ‘Will it be believed that this once powerful 
and influential Society placed itself in the leading strings 
of an employé of the City Inspector, listened with 
childlike credulity to his statements of the extraordinary 
healthfulness of New York, and accepted without a dis- 
senting voice his sage advice to lay the Health Bill on the 
table, as it was a political measure, and so respectable a 
Society should not “ meddie with politics.” The New York 
County Medical Society has, after years of lifeless inacti- 
vity, recently shown signs of returning animation; but in 
this action it gave unmistakable evidence of imbecility. 
No other medical organization would have listened for a 
moment to the specious statements of an agent of that 
sink of political, social, and official corruption, the City 
Inspector's Department. How infinitely more consistent 
is the course of the Kings County Medical Society, which 
annually renews its youth, and not only maintains a high 
scientific reputation, but enters heartily into those great 
reforms designed to improve the social and physical condi- 
tion of the people. That Society early recognised the 
importance of health improvement, and has cordially in- 
dorsed and actively aided the measures from time to time 
brought forward, and has thus nobly fulfilled the mission 
which the State imposed. We commend to the New 
York County Medical Society the example of its sister 
Society, and also the following advice of the Father of 
American Medicine, Dr. Rusu :—“ Permit me to recom- 
mend to you a regard to all the interests of your country. It 
was in Rome, where medicine was practised only by slaves, 
that physicians were condemned by their profession, ‘mutam 
exercere artem.’ But in modern times and in free govern- 
ments they should disdain an ignoble silence upon public sub- 
jects.” 


POPULAR USE OF NITROUS OXIDE. 


WE call the attention of our readers to the article on the 
Use of Nitrous Oxide, from the pen of Dr. A. Wesrcort, 
of Syracuse, a gentleman of large experience, and one who 
evidently understands his subject. The efforts on the part 
of a few interested individuals to bring the “laughing gas” 
into common use for anesthetic purposes, has already pro- 
voked some discussion in the Medical and Dental Journals ; 
and the fact that two deaths have recently oecurred through 
its employment, has disposed both the medical and dental 
professions to hesitate before lending their sanction to the 
support of a practice of so questionable, not to say dan- 
gerous a nature. When told that “laughing gas” differs 
from the common air we breathe only in containing an 
additional portion of the life-supporting principle, it is not 
strange that the popular sentiment should be enlisted in its 
favor. This is especially the case with those who recog- 
nise no difference between a mere mechanical mixture and 
a chemical combination. To this portion of the subject 
Dr. Westcort has done full justice. Aside from the two 
deaths reported, facts are not wanted to prove that inhala- 
tion of nitrous oxide, so far from being harmless, is posi- 
tively dangerous. Dr. A. C. Castus, of this city, reports 
three such cases in a recent number of the Boston Medical 
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and Surgical Journal, as coming under his immediate 
notice. In connexion with this subject we would beg 
leave to enter our solemn protest against the too common 
practice of anesthesia for the simple and instantaneous 
operation of extracting a single tooth. Every physician 
has seen some evil effects from this practice, whether the 
agent be ether, chloroform, nitrous oxide, or any of the 
various humbugs that have from time to time appeared in 
the shape of mesmerism, frozen gums, etc. Confine anzs- 
thesia to the more serious operations, and let the agent be 
administered under proper restrictions, and it will truly 
prove a boon to the human race. 


HEALTH-OFFICER OF THE PORT OF NEW YORK.' 

Ox the 19th inst. Gov. Seymour nominated to the Senate Dr. 
Joun Swinspurne, of Albany, for Health-Officer in place of 
Dr. Gunn, and the Senate immediately confirmed the ap- 
pointment. Thus has closed the long contest to supplant 
Dr. Gunn, who has held his position during half the term of 
the present administration, though politically obnoxious to 
the Governor. The inability to remove Dr. G. was owing to 
a change in the law two or three years ago, which prevented 
the Governor from removing the Health-Officer except 
during the session of the Legislature. But the Senate being 
strongly Republican, it would heretofore have rejected 
any Democratic nominee of the Governor. The whole 
matter was finally “fixed up” between the two factions, 
and in a moment Dr. Gunn was removed and Dr. Swiy- 
BURNE installed. Dr. Gunn has, we believe, administered 
the affairs of that office to the satisfaction of the merchants 
of the city, and retires, we hope, with a fortune acquired 
from its emoluments. Dr. Swixsurne brings to the office 
a high reputation for executive ability. We are glad to see 
this most important position at length filled by a man emi- 
nent in our profession. 


A FEMALE MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Tne Legislature of the State of New York has passed an 
act authorizing the New York Infirmary for Women to 
confer the degree of M.D. This Institution, which is under 
the charge of Miss Buackwe.t, a regular graduate and a 
regular practitioner, must not be confounded with that 
mélange of quackery known as the Female Medical College. 
The New York Infirmary is a well conducted institution, 
and has thus far done nothing in education except to train 
nurses. It is now the purpose to do more, and organize a 
systematic course of medical instruction, as in other medical 
colleges, and give diplomas when their education is com- 
pleted. The course of instruction will be the same as in 
other colleges. The faculty is not yet chosen, but it is 
designed to select the lecturers from the best class in the 
profession. This school will be thoroughly regular in every 
respect, and it will be the effort, we learn, of the trustees 
to render the school worthy of the confidence of the pro- 
fession. 
A MISAPPROPRIATION OF PUBLIC FUNDS. 

THE prosecution in the Court-Martial upon Surgeon-Gene- 
ral Hammonp has recently closed without establishing one 
of the charges set forth in the indictment against him. It 
is to be regretted that a quarter of a million of the public 
money should have been thus expended in a vain attempt 
to blast the reputation of an officer whose administration 
of one of the most important Government Bureaux has 
challenged the admiration of the medical profession of this 
and foreign countries. 
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HIGHER RANK OF ARMY MEDICAL OFFICERS. 
[To the Editor of the American Mepicat Trwes.] 


Sm—I have observed in a recent number of the Mepican 
Times an excellent article in relation to the prominent and 
important position which the medical profession, both in 
and out of the army, now hold in the estimation of the 
country. If we consider what the medical officers of the 
army have accomplished in the way of preserving the 
health of the troops, thus maintaining their efficiency, and 
keeping the percentage of sickness so small, notwithstand- 
ing the influence of climate and exposure, it must, I think, 
be acknowledged that they possess some claims upon the 
gratitude of the country. 

If we take, for example, the position of the Medical 
Director of the Army of the Potomac, which, in my opi- 
nion, is next in importance to the General Commanding, 
we find him with the rank of Major only. It cannot be 
denied that the Army of the Potomac owes as much, if not 
more, to the Medical Director for its efficiency than to all 
other causes. The sanitary measures carried into effect by 
him, and the admirable arrangements made by him for 
the sick and wounded, have made it what it is. 

I have endeavored, in various reports made, to have 
accorded to Medical Directors a rank commensurate with 
the importance of their duties, so as to enable them 
to have a voice in the Council of War, before all im- 
portant movements of an army are made. They are the 
best judges of the capabilities of the men, and the cha- 
racter of the marches and endurance required of them, 
compatible with their efficiency when their fighting quali- 
ties are wanted. 

As a general thing, if permitted, they would bring to a 
Council of War large and varied experience and know- 
ledge, valuable to all concerned. 

My object in writing to you is to suggest, that if you 
could devise some plan by which your able articles on the 
claims of medical officers could be seen by the members of 
the two Houses at Washington, they might serve a good 
purpose; otherwise, I presume, they will never be seen by 
them. 

Yours, etc., 
Surceon, U.S.A. 

Crxcrnnati, O., Feb. 29, 1864. 


<_ -—_ __— 


VENTILATION OF TRON-CLADS. 
[To the Editor of the American Mepicax Times.] 


Srr—Allow me to communicate an idea in regard to venti- 
lation of iron-clads. I think the same plan of ventilation 
that would suit a house would answer for the iron-clads ; 
the rooms are to be considered the same as the decks, and 
the principle carried out will give sufficient ventilation. 
First, your openings for entrance of fresh air must be from 
the spar deck (or upper deck) by cylinders leading down to 
the hold, with branches leading to the decks (should there 
be more than one, such as main or gun-decks), one, two, three, 
or four on each side of upper decks, to allow the fresh air 
to enter from above; and then a central tube perforated to 
reach to within a foot or two of the upper deck for the exit 
of the foul air, or the air when exhausted of its vitality. 
Now, to obtain the constant current, the central tube should 
have above the perforations (between them and the upper 
deck) one or two chambers where a small stove, or fire, or 
any contrivance is placed to rarefy the air above and create 
a vacuum or draught ; this rarefaction, constantly going on, 
draws continually through the tubes, for the admission of 
fresh air, a current of sufficient velocity to keep a sufficient 
supply for the crew of the boat; of course, the greater the 
rarefaction the larger the amount of draught. 
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TREATMENT OF SMALL-POX. 


[To the Editor of the American Menprcat Times.] 


Si—In connexion with the experiments and report on 
the use of Sarracenia Purpurea in variola, lately published 
in the Mepican Times, I would call your attention to a 
statement, that a great discovery is reported to have been 
recently made by a surgeon of the English army in China, 
in the way of an effectual cure of small-pox. The mode 
of treatment is as follows:—When the preceding fever is 
at its height, and just before the eruption appears, the chest 
is rubbed with croton oil and tart. emetic ointment. This 
causes the whole of the eruption to appear on that part of 
the body, to the relief of the rest. It also secures a full 
and complete eruption, and thus prevents the disease from 
attacking the internal organs. This is said to be now the 
established mode of treatment in the English army in 
China, by general orders, and is regarded as a perfect cure. 
Will not Dr. Levings subject this also to the ordeal ? 
Yours, ete., 


Daniet Lorn, M.D. 
Henperson Corracr, 
Feb, 23, 1864 
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TREATMENT OF DIARRHG@A. 
[To the Editor of the American Mepicat Times. ] 
Srr—On the account of ill health, engendered from cli- 
mate, exposure, and hard toil, I was compelled to retire 
from the service. My resignation was accepted at New 
Orleans some four weeks ago. As your most valuable 
and highly instructive “* Mrepicat Times” is more thorough- 
ly circulated in the Army than any paper of the kind, I 
will give, for the benefit of your readers, and especially army 
surgeons, the following prescription for all forms of diar- 
rheea: K Spts. nit. dule, 2 0z.; tinct. opii 1 oz.; strych- 
nine l grain; mix. 

From 30 to 40 drops four times a day. The marked 
tendency to asthenia in all army diseases, and especially 
diarrhoea, led me to use this prescription, the use of which 
was followed with the most happy results. 

In fact I had but litt.e trouble with diarrhoea, A major- 
ity of the cases yielded in 48 hours. 

b Yours, ete., 
C. W. Davis, M.D. 
Late Surgeon 34th Iowa. 


InpIaANOLA, Iowa. 
—$ 
PHILADELPHIA, 
Special Correspondence. 


Arter a long silence, I resume my pen in the fond 
hope of appearing before your readers as a favored 
contributor to your columns. Our coll: ges are just making 
their last efforts at sending forth to the terrified world a 
host of embryo doctors, licensed “to kill, burn, and de- 
stroy.” From all sources of information, I am led to the 
belief that there has been an unexpected looking up in the 
line of studeuts, and consequently we may infer a corre- 
sponding increase in the number of the graduates. The va- 
rious lecturers have certainiy worked as hard as ever, and 
the classes appeared more industrious than usual in their 
efforts to acquire a knowledge of the “healing art.” At 
present, we are blessed with but two colleges—the Jeffer- 
son and the University, though there is an extra number of 
eclectics, et id genus omne. The latter, by [the way, it 
would seem, flourish rather on account of the war, as in 
many instances an eclectic is preferred toa “aregular;” 
perhaps being willing to “bleed” more freely for an ap- 
pointinent. 

Our medical societies are all in a highly flourishing 
condition, their meetings being held monthly and bi- 
monthly, and well attended, the subjects before them tho- 
roughly and freely discussed, and every member showing 
an anxiety for knowledge. We hope it may continue, as 
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there is vast room for improvement. The venerable Col- 
lege of Physicians has at last a home, having built an edi- 
fice at the N.E. corner of 13th and Loenst streets, which is 
fire-proof, of pressed brick, and eminently uncouth in its 
outward appearance. The rooms are large and well appor- 
tioned, though a radical, and it would appear irremediable, 
error is felt in the presence of an echo, which destroys all 
pleasure in listening to a lecture or discussion, This is 
caused by a succession of small arches extending across the 
room, improving the appearance, but injuring the room for 
its principal purpose. On several occasions, I have found 
it impossible to keep the thread of the discussion, and I am 
satisfied that the majority present were in a similar condi- 
tion, and inwardly groaned at the builders of the colleges. 
I believe the “ Miitter Museum” is being rapidly placed in 
position for study, and, when completed, the Fellows may 
ieel proud of their position as a Medical Association. Re- 
cently, this society have become more liberal in adding to 
their membership, and are rapidly increasing their numbers, 
thus obtaining an infusion of new and younger material, 
which cannot fail to have a good effect upon the Asso- 
ciation. Should they carry out all their suggestions, they 
will become a valuable adjunct in medical education, par- 
ticularly the education of graduates, many of whom have 
regarded a diploma as finishing their course of study, and 
have remained content with their little modicum of know- 
ledge. 

For some months considerable excitement has been 
caused in our community, both medical and otherwise, by 
what is familiarly called “ spotted fever.” Last fall a num- 
ber of deaths occurred in the north-western part of our 
city, known as Manayunk; the disease seems to have 
spread generally throughout the city, and is now met 
with in all quarters. Nor is it confined to the city, as 
cases have reached us from Chicago and other parts of 
the West; in fact, it is an epidemic prevailing almost 
throughout the entire North. ‘What is it? Its symp- 
toms are severe but adynamic fever, sharp and continued 
pain in the head, specially complained of at the occiput 
and nape of the neck, great tendency to coma early in 
the disease, followed often by convulsions or opisthotonos, 
the head burrowing back in the pillow, sometimes the 
whole spine arched back like a bow, the bowels irregular, 
great loss of power, particularly in the nervous system, 
and death rapidly supervening. The tetanic convulsions 
and other symptoms cause many to regard it as the same 
disease which some years ago prevailed to a limited ex- 
tent in the West, and was denominated “ epidemic teta- 
nus.” The profession is by no means a unit relative to its 
nature. Some think it a blood disease, others cerebro- 
spinal meningitis, ete. Its vulgar name is derived from 
the eruption over the whole body of numerous purplish 
spots, varying in size from that of a small pin’s head to 
several inches in circumference. During its free discus- 
sion at our societies, I have drawn the inference that those 
are most successful who stimulate early and freely. Too 


‘often, time is not allowed for the institution of any treat- 


ment. In this connexion I might remark, that there ap- 
pears at present an epidemic influence predisposing to 
adynamic affections, and particularly of the nervous sys- 
tem. Small-pox, which at one time was expected to be 
very prevalent during the winter, in consequence of the 
coming home of so many of our furloughed men from 
Washington, and other places where it was rife, has been 
kept at bay, perhaps, by the very ca’ eful vaccination which 
has been performed by our physicians, through fear of its 
approach. We cannot attribute it to our clean streets, as 
Philadelphia never was filthier, or looked more slovenly. 
A new inspector having been appointed, we hope for bet- 
ter things, but may be disappointed. 
March 2, 1864. 
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Army Medical Intelligence, 


MEETING OF MEMBERS OF THE MEDICAL 
STAFF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
KNOXVILLE, TENN, 

(Special Correspondence.) 

Sirn—At the request of the Medical Director of the Depart- 

ment of the Ohio, members of the Medical Staff in and 

about this city assembled at Masonic Hall, at 7 o'clock 
pM. on the 13th ult. Surgeon L. D. Griswotp, of the 

103d Regt. O.V.1, was called to the Chair, and Daniex P. 

Baynton, Asst. Surg., 104th O.V.I., was requested to act as 

Secretary. 

Surgeon Hewir then being called upon, stated that the 
object he had in view in appointing the meeting was to 
elicit from the Staff an expression of opinion in regard to 
the policy of organizing a Military Medical Association, the 
chief aim of which should be the elevation of science and 
the maintenance of the dignity and honor of the medical 
profession. After stating in a clear and concise manner 
the advantages which in his belief would accrue trom such 
an organization, he concluded by expressing the hope that 
he might hear from other gentlemen present upon the 
subject. 

L. D. Grisworp, Surg., 103d O.V.L, Epwarp Surrey, 
U.S.V. Post Med. Dir., J. G. Harcner, U.S.V., Med. Dir., 
23d. A.C. and other gentlemen, followed, all heartily en- 
dorsing the views of Surgeon Hewit. 

On motion of Surgeon Hatcner a Committee was ap- 
pointed, with instructions to draft a Constitution under 
which to form a permanent organization, and report at a 
future meeting. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned 
to meet again at 7 o'clock p.m., Wednesday, the 17th ult. 

Wednesday, 17th Feb., 1864. 


The meeting of the Medical Staff assembled this evening, 
pursuant to adjournment, and was called to order by the 


Chairman. The minutes of the last meeting were then 
read and adopted. The report of the Committee being 
next in order, the following Constitution was read, and sub- 
mitted by the Chairman of the Committee :— 


CONSTITUTION, 

We, the undersigned Medical Officers of the army, on 
duty in this place and Department, hereby associate our- 
selves into a Medical and Surgical Society, under the fol- 
lowing constitution and by-laws, and pledge ourselves, each 
according to his ability, to promote and carry out the inte- 
rests and objects of this association. 

Ist. This Society shall be called the Tripler Military 
Medical Society, in honor of Surgeon Chas. 8. Tripler, of 
the U.S. Army. 

2d. Its object shall be mutual improvement in scientific 
attainments; the collection and preservation of facts, and 
comparison of experience with reference to their bearing 
on professional duty in the field and hospital ; the advance- 
ment of the honor and interests of the profession ; contri- 
buting to the historical records of the war, and enriching 
the National Museum of Pathology. 

3d. Its officers shall be a President, Secretary, and Exe- 
cutive Committee, consisting of three. 

The President and Secretary shall be chosen by ballot. 
The Executive Committee shall be appointed by the Pre- 
sident. The President shall be chosen from the surgeons 
of “a or regiments. The Secretary shall be an 
Asst. Surgeon or Acting Asst. Surgeon. The term of 
office shall be three months. 

4th. The duty of the Executive Committee shall be, to 
prepare and present subjects of discussion, and to propose 
by-laws and amendments to by-laws. The President may 
call a special meeting whenever it may be his pleasure, by 
and with consent of two of the Executive Committee. 





One Asst. Surgeon or Atting Asst. Surgeon, at least, 
shall always be a member of this Committee. It shall also 
be arbiter in all questions of ethics. 

5th. The ethics of this Society shall be the ethics of the 
American Medical Association. 

6th. All medical officers of the army, and contract phy- 
sicians serving in the Department, are members of this 
Society. All physicians of the conimunity, and those 
engaged in a semi-official capacity, are freely eligible as 
honorary members, and are respectfully mvited to attend the 
scientific meetings. Hospital stewards, who are bona fide 
students of medicine, are mvited to be present at the meet- 
ings, but will be expected to retire at the commencement 
of the executive session. 

7th. The Medical Director may at.any time request the 
President to adjourn the meetiyg for the purpose of calling 
an official meeting of the staff for military purposes, 

8th. The records and papers of ths Society shall be 
carelully preserved by the Secretary, handed over to his 
successor, and on its expiration become the property of the 
Surgeon-General’s office. The weekly report of the meet- 
ing shall be sent to the American Mepicau Times for pub- 
lication. This Constitution and By-Laws shall be pub- 
lished in two medical periodicalsk—one Western and one 
Eastern, 

9th. The medical officers of the different army corps in 
the department, when separated from the heacquarters of 
the department, are recommended to form sub-societies in 
correspondence with this body, and to forward their 
records for incorporation and final transmissal to the Medi- 
cal Bureau ofthe army. Meetings shall be weekly, or more 
frequently, as the Society may direct. Ail official papers 
received from Headquarters of the army, Surgeon-Gene- 
ral and Assistant Surgeon-General, affecting the common 
duty and interests, will be read at each meeting. 

On motion of Surgeon Ashman, of the 93d O.V.I., in 
charge of General Hospital No. 2, the Constitution was 
accepted and adopted by sections. 

On motion of Surgeon Wolff, Acting Assistant-Surgeon, 
U.S.A., the Constitution and Preamble were then adopted 
as a whole, aud the Committee discharged. 

The names of the following gentlemen were then enroll- 
ed as members of the Society -— 


Geo. W. McMillen, Surgeon 5th East Tennessee Inf.; L. D. Griswold 
Surgeon 108d O.V.1.; G. P. Ashman, Surgeon 98d U.V.L; Alfred 
Nash, Surgeon $th Michigan Vol. Cav.; John Wright, Surgeon 107th 
IL. Vol. Inf.; John Mills, Surgeon 6th East Tenn. Inf.; P. H. Bail- 
hach, Surgeon 14th Ill. Vol. Cav.; ©. W. MeMillen, Surgeon Ist East 
Tenn. Inf.; Geo. A. Collamore, Surgeon 100th Ohio Vol. Inf.; Hamilton 
EK. Smith, Surgeon 27th Mich. Vol. Inf.; Edward Shippen, Surgeon 
U.S.V. and Post Med. Dir. ; Jas. G. Hatchet, Surgeon U.5.V. and Med. 
Dir. 23d Army Corps; A. M. Wilder, Surgeon U.S.V.; A. J. Phelps, 
Surgeon U.S.V; A. L. Carrick, Surgeon 24 Tenn. Cav.; Henry L. i 
Burritt, Ass.-Surg. U.S.V.; David Maskay, Ass.-Surg. 79th N. Y. Vol. 
Inf. ; M. N. Moss, Assist.-Surg. 24th Ky. Vol. Inf.; R. McGowan, Asst.- 
Surg. U.S.V.; W. K. Welmon, Assist.-surgeon 80th Ind. Vol. inf.; 8. 
Wolff, Act. Asst.-Surg. U.S.A.; 8. Darling, Jr., Asst.-Surg. U.S.A.; Kalph 
W. Cummings, Asst.-Surg. 20d Mich. Vol. Inf.; 8, E. Sheidon, Asst.-Surg. 
104th O.V.1.; C. 8. Frink, Asst.-Surg. U.S V.; H. 8. Hewit, Surg. U.S.V. 
and Med. Dir. of the Department; Daniel T. Boynton, A sst.-Surgeon 104th 
O.V.1,; Jobn J. Wilkins, Asst.-Surg. 14th Ill Vol. Cav.; G. A. Wilson, 
Asst.-Surg. 14th Ill. Cav.; M. L. Lich, Asst.-Surg. 9th Mich. Vol. Cav. ; 
Wm. W. Wythers, Asst.-Surg. U.S.V.; W. McMillan, Ass.-Surg. 9th Ohio 
Vol. Cav. ; Edwin Freeman, Ass.-Surg. U.S8.V. ; C. M. Chalfaut, Asst.-Surg. 
1lith O.V.1.; A. J. Larey, Asst.-Surg. 2d East Tenn. Inf. 


The election of officers resul'ed as follows, viz. : 

L. D. Griswotp, Surgeon 103d O.V.L., President. 

Daniet T. Boynton, Assistant-Surgeon 104th O.V.I 
Secretary. 

The President then briefly addressed the Society, thank- 
ing the gentlemen for the high honor they had been pleas- 
ed to confer upon him. And while he felt that a more 
competent person might have been selected, yet he yielded 
to none in point of professionel zeal, and in the earnestness 
of his desire to promote the interests and carry out the 
aims of the Association, 

The appointing of the Executive Committee being next 
in order, at the request of the President, it was agreed that 
he have until the next meeting to make the selections, 

On motion of Surgeon Hewit, the President was in- 
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structed to request the Secretary to address a letter to 
Surgeon Charles S. Tripler, mforming him that he has been 
made an honorary member of the Society. 

There being as yet no Executive Committee, the Presi- 
dent was requested to announce some subject for discussion 
at the next meeting. Exsection, Resection, or Excision, was 
the subject proposed, and Surgeon Shippen was invited to 
open the discussion. 

After the reading of official papers from Headquarters of 
the Army, and conversation upon various topics pertaining 
to the Medical Department, on motion of Surgeon Ash- 
man, 93d O.V.I., Saturday evening was fixed upon as the 
time for the weekly meetings of the Society, and the meet- 
ing adjourned to meet again Saturday at seven o'clock P.M. 

, L. D. Griswo.p, President. 

Danie T. Boynton, Secretary. 


> 
ORDERS, CHANGES, &e. 
Assistant-Surgeon E. Freeman, U.S.V., is waiting orders at Cincinnati, 


following named Hospital Stewards of the Regular Army, re- 
commended for promotion, will present themselves for examination be- 
fore the Board of Officers ordered to convene in this city, March 10, 
1s64:—Joseph Leonard, Michael O'Brien, William Logan, Edward Har- 
ris, and C. Steelhammer 

Surgeon G Sutton, U.S.V., has been assigned to charge of the Au- 
gur Hospital, Rendezvous of Distribution, Alexandria, Va. 

surgeon F. G. Snelling, U.S.V., has resumed charge of the Chesapeake 
Hospital, Fort Monroe, Va 

Surge on Josiah Curtis, U.S.V., has been ordered to Knoxville, Tenn., 
for duty in the field 

Surgeon P. Richardson, Mo. St. Mil, has been appointed Medical Di- 
rector, District of Central Missouri, Warrensburg, Mo. 

Surgeon Charles O'Leary, U.S.V., has been relieved from the charge of 
Christian Street Hospital, Philadelphia, Pa, 

Assistant-Surgeon Franklin Grube, U.S.V., has been assigned to the 
charge of the Marine General Hospital, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hospital Steward James M, Cadagan, U.S.A., is dishonorably discharged 
the service of the United States for utter worthlessness. 

Upon the report of the Board instituted by Special Field Orders No. 
29, January 29, 1864, from Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 
and upon the recommendation of the Commanding General of that De- 
vartrnent, Private James T. Adair, 46th Pennsyivania Vols., is bonora- 
ty discharged the service of the United States, with a view to his 
employme ntas Act. Assistant-Surgeon U.S.A. 

Surgeon Sanford B. Hunt, U.S.V., is relieved from duty at the Rendez- 
vous of Distribution, near Alexandria, Va., and will proceed without 
delay to Louisville, Ky., and report in person to Assistant Surgeon-Ge- 
neral R, ©. Wood, U.S.A., for assignment to duty. 

Surgeon George L. Sutton, U.S. V., as soon as the Board of which he 
is a member, convened at Convalescent Camp, Va., now Rendezvous of 
Distribution, near Alexandria, Va, has concluded its labors, will report 
in person to Surgeon K. O, Abbott, U.8.A., Medical Director, at Wash- 
ington,-D.C., for assignment to duty. 

Surveon Charles O'Leary, U.S.V., now at Philadelphia, Pa., will re- 
port by letter to the Provost Marshal-General, U.5.A., for duty as 
member of a Board to be convened in that city, fur the examination of 
applicants for commissions and commissioned Officers already in the 
U.S. Invalid Corps, 

Colonel Edgar M. Gregory, 9!st Pennsylvania Vols., is assighed to the 
command of Chester Hospital, Chester, Penn., so long as it may be used 
as a point of Rendezvous for Veteran Volunteers, 


Medical Aes, 


TweLrra ANNUAL CoMMENCEMENT OF THE N, Y. OpntHat- 
mic Scuoot.—A few evenings since the twelfth Annual 
Commencement of this institution was held at the chapel of 
the N. Y. University. The lecture room was crowded with 
ladies and gentlemen. The Rev. Dr. Anderson opened the 
proceedings with prayer. S.Jenns, H.M., made the intro- 
duetory remarks. Dr. Garrish read the names of the fol- 
lowing graduates :— 

C. D. Woodruff; J. H. Dodson, M.D, ; Auber Martin, M.D, ; A. E. Carries; 
W. C. Osterloh, M.D; Dr. C. M, Wight, U.S.A.; Geo. Palmer; W. W. 
Gardiner, M.D.; G. V. Rendig; J. Dennison; L. W. Burns; J. W. Long; 
D. Brekes, A.B.; J. F. Nagle; J. L. Morril; G. G. Needham, A.B.; J. 
Sprigg Underwood, M.D.; E. B, Miller, M.D.; J, H. Harris; W. F. P. 
Smith; D. A. Holdon, M.D. j : 

The following students passed the best examination :—J. Sprigg Under- 
wood, M.D.; David Brekes, A.B.; G. G. Needham, A.B. 

Dr. Marcus P. Stephenson, one of the attending surgeons, 
who was next introduced, made an elaborate address on the 
importance of the study of Ophthalmic Medicine and 
Surgery. Mr. G.G, Needham, A.B., made the valedictory 
address, 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


March 26, 1864, 


Ar a special meeting of the Binghamton Academy of 
Medicine, held on the evening of the seventh inst., the 
following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 


Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God to remove bv death our late 
and much esteemed professional associate, Dr. Pelatiah Brooks, a consist- 
ent and valuable member of this Academy, therefore, in token of the 
sincere respect and appreeiation in which we hold his memory, we do 
hereby adopt the following resolutions: = 

Resolved, That we are called upon to mourn the loss of one whose talents, 
zeal, and industry we have much admired, and who, had life and health 
been spared him, promised to stand in the foremost rank of the profession 
of his choice. 

Resolved, That in the death of our beloved brother we have been de- 
prived of an intimate and mach valued friend, and that we shall ever love 
to remember the endearing qualities of truth, manhood, and gentleness 
which blended to form his character, 

Resolved, That we tender our warmest sympathy to the bereaved 
family of the decease, 

Resolved, That as a public testimonial of regard and a tribute of respect 
for the memory of our departed friend, we will attend bis funeral in » body, 
and wear the usual badge of mourning on the oceision. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resulutions be transmitted to the afflicted 
family ; and also that they be inserted in the papers of this place, and of 
the American MepicaL TIMEs, 

W. 8. Griswo xp, Pres't. 

J. G. Orton, Seerctary. 


Cottece or Prysicians anp Surcrons. Commencement, 
March, 1864.—Graduates.—The following gentlemen took 
their degrees as Doctors of Medicine : 

Samson American, N. Y.; Theophilus H. Andress, N. J.; Philip H. 
Barton, Ind.; John Sterling Bird, Conn.; John Bedell Boss, N. Y.; Kich- 
ard B. Brown, A.B., N. H.; Geo. J. Bucknall, A.B.. N. Y.; Francis P. 
Casey, N. Y.; Samuel F. Chapin, Mass.; Albert T. Chapman, Conn. ; A. 
‘Thomas Cuzner, N. Y.; Henry A. Danker, N. Y¥.; Charles E. Darly, Nova 
Seotia; Albert A. Davis, Vt.; Charles De Cockerille, N. Y.; Francis Dela- 
field, N. Y.; Samuel Demarest, Jr., N. Y.; Henry J. Devlin, N. Y.; Geo. 
Clinton Dewey, A.M., Mass.; Dwight Dudley, N. Y.; George H. Dunbar, 
Mass ; Francis D. Edgerton, A.B., M.D., Conn.; John Elderkin, A.M., N. 
Y.; George M. Engs, A.B., RK. L.; D. Darwin Everett, N. Y.; Edward 
Farrell, Nova Seotia; Archelaus G, Field, M.D., lowa; John H. Furman, 
N.J.; Arthur McIntyre Gregory, N.J.; David L. Haight, A.M., N. Y.; 
John C, Holmes, N. J.; John ©. Hooper, Nova Seotia; Geo. W. Hosmer, 
N. Y.; Edward G, Janeway, A.M,, N. J.; Joseph E. Janvrin, N. H.: Wm. 
H. Kinney, Penn.; Henry M. Knowles, Mass.; Wm. B. Linsly, N. Y.; 
Wm. M. McKay, Nova Scotia; James W. McLane, A.B. Y. Y.; Daniel E. 
McSweeny, A.M., N. Y.; David Magie, Jr., A.M., N. Y.; Geo. J. Northrop, 
Me.; George B. Oakes, Nova Scotia; John P. Pemberton, A.M, N. Y.; 
Charles L. Pierce, N. H.; Stephen C. Powell, N. Y.; Alfred Pryor, Nova 
Seotia; Allen S. Russell, N. Y.; Thos. T. Sabine, A.B., N. Y.; John P. 
Schenck, Jr., N. Y.; Wm. F. Scoresby, N. Y.; Charles E. Simmons, A.B., 
N. Y.; Montross L. Smith, N. Y.; Wm. R. Stilwell, N. Y.: Freeman 
Stoddard, Conn. ; George W. Stout, N.J.; Edward W. Thompson, N. Y.; 
Wm. ‘hurman, A.B., N. Y.; Elbert P. Tibbals, Conn.; John R. Todd, N. 
J.; Platon Vallejo, Cal.; Augustus Van Cortlandt, N. Y.; Fred. D. Van- 
derhoof, N. Y.; Samuel D. Wadsworth, A.B., N. Y.. Wm. P. Warner, 
Mass.; Lathrop P. Weaver, Conn.; DeWitt Webb, N. Y.; George G, 
Wheelvek, A.b., N. Y.; J. Elias Whitehead, A.M., N.Y.; Thomas Wight, 
N. Y.; Wm. 8. Willis, N. J. 

The prizes were as follows: 

Ist Thesis Prize ($50) for a thesis on The Treatment 
of Aneurism, involving the Subclavian in such a Part of its 
Course that a Proximal Ligature is only applicable within 
the Scaleni, by Thomas T. Sabine, A.B., of New York. 
This thesis contained abundant and valuable statistics of 
the different operations, with accurate drawings of the 
affected parts. 

2d Thesis Prize ($25) for a Thesis on the Urine, by Pla- 
ton Vallejo, of California. This thesis was accompanied 
by a series of over 60 elegant preparations and specimens 
of calculi, deposits, and crystals, with colored drawings to 
correspond. 

Honorable mention of the thesis On the Sense of Vision, 
by John H. Furman, of New Jersey ; On Excision of the 
Knee-Joint, by Geo. G. Wheelock, A.B., of New York; 
On Small-Pox, by Geo. H. Dunbar, of Massachusetts. 

Harsen Prizes for Clinical Reports of Practice at the 
New York Hospital. First Prize, Harsen Medal and $150, 
to James W. McLane, A.B., of New York. Second Prize, 
Harsen Medal and $75, to David Magie, Jr., A.M., of New 
York. 

Stevens Prize, $100, for Anatomical Preparations of 
the Larynx, to Samuel F. Chapin, of Massachusetts, for a 
series of preparations i"ustrating the human and com- 
parative anatomy of the larynx and some of its morbid 
alterations. 

The Valedictorian of the Graduating Class was Jas. W. 
McLane, A.B., of New York, and the Orator of the 
Alumni, Joseph Mauran, M.D., of Providence, R. I. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. . 


The following will probably appear next week: Axillary and Sub- 
clavian Ligature; A Case of Spotted Fever; Case of Gunshot Injury 
of the Head; Thrombi in the Cardiac Cavities; Gunshot Wounds Pene- 
trating the Abdominal Cavity. 

ate 

COMMUNICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED from T. T. Sabine, M.D., New 
York ; Samuel R. Perey, M.D., New York; RK. B, MeCay, M.D., Medical 
Inspector's Office, Washington. 

—_— 
BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Transactions of American Medical Association ; Yon Troltsch on the 
Diseases of the Ear. 


—__.@——___ 
PERSONAL. 


Professor D. 8. Conant, of this city, is at present in Burlington, en- 
gaged in delivering his annual course of lectures in the Medical Depart- 
ment of the University of Vermont. Dr. Horace Green is in Cuba, 
whither he has gone for the benefit of his health, which last accounts say 
is failing. Dr. Bolton, also of this city, is now in Heidelburg, Germany. 
Dr. B. has recently had a severe attack of paralysis. Prof. W. H. Byford 
has in course of preparation a new work on “Chronic Diseases and Dis- 
placements of the Uterus.” 





MARRIED, 


Wri1son—Corrin.—At Cincinnati, February 11, by the Rev. Dr. M. L. 
P. Thompson, Charles P. Wilson, M.D., to Miss Marie F, Coffin. 
‘ —— 
METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN THE CITY 
AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 
Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 14th day of March to the 21st day of March, 1864. 
Deaths.—Men, 117; women, 138; boys, 181; girls, 112. Of native parents, 
89; foreign, 181 ; nBt stated, 23; total, 498. Adults, 255; children, 243 ; 
males, 248 ; females, 250; colored persons, 18, Infants under two years of 
age, 141. 
~ Among the causes of death we notice: — Erysipelas, 3; albuminuria, 
5; apoplexy, 7; infantile convulsions, 29; croap, 5; diphtherite, 22; scarlet 
fever, 19; puerperal fever, 5; typhus and ss fevers, 33; consumption, 
83; small-pox, 4; measles, 4; dropsy in head, 12; infantile marasmus, 16; 
whooping-cough, 4; inflammation of brain, 14; of bowels, 13; of lungs, 50; 
bronchitis, 7; diarrhea and dysentery, 9. 273 deaths occurred from acute 
diseases, and 89 from violent causes. 810 were native, and 188 foreign ; 


of whom 126 came from Ireland ; 86 died in the City Charities ; of whom 15 
were in Bellevue Hospital, and 21 died in the Immigrant Institution, 
Abstract of the a Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 


the Market Building, No, 57 Essex street, New York. 
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Remarxs.—All the week mostly clear, with fresh wind. Light rain 
= — fell from 5 to 6 p.w., on the 15th., A gale prevailed all day on 
the 18 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 


AmertcaN Mepicat Assoctation.—The 15th Annual 
Meeting of the “ American Mepicat Association” will be 
held in the City of New York, commencing on Tuesday, 
June 7th, 1864, at 10 o'clock a.m. 

Guipo Furmay, M.D., 
Secretary. 





r. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 


self to the investigation and application of Electricity as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, and being duly qualified as well by his 
scientific attainments as by his great experience to apply it in the most 
effectual manner, brings this fact to the notice of the professioa. Ta 
ents sent to him for this mode of treatment, will otherwise remaia 
— Fe charge of their attending physicians. His business is tree 
rom all charlatanism and quackery. 

— 141 FOURTH AVENUE. 





. . . . 
American Medical Association. 

The fifteenth annual meeting of the American Medical Association 
will be held on the first Tuesday of June, 1864, in the city of New 
York, at ten o'clock a.m., in Irving Hall. 

“Every permanently organized Society, College, Hospital, Lunatic 
Asylum, and other medical institutions of good standing in the Unrrep 
States, and from the American Medical Society of Paris, have the pri- 
vilege of sending delegates to the Association,” as follows:—* Every 
local society, one delegate for every TEN of its regular resident mem- 
bers; one for every additional fraction of more than half this number. 
The faculty of every regular constituted college or charted sehool of 
medicine, Two delegates, The medical staff of any municipal hospital, 
containing one hundred inmates or more, Two delegates; and any other 
permanently organized medical institution of good standing, one dele- 
gate.” 

' “The Chiefs of the Army and Navy Bureaux of the Unrrep States, 
each four delegates, to represent the medical staff of their respective 
depart ments.” 

“The Committee of Arrangements shall verify and report upon the 
evedentials of membership, to receive and announce all essays and me- 
moirs voluntarily communicated either by members of the Association 
or by others through them, and determine the order in which such papers 
are to be read and considered.” 

To facilitate the duties, and to have the organization of the meeting as 
promptly effected as possible, the Committee particularly request that 
the delegates be early appointed, and their names and that of the appoint- 
ing body with their vouchers; also the titles of all papers, essays, or me- 
moirs, with the time required to read them, be forwarded to the Chair- 
mun of the Committee as early a8 practicable. All the medical periodi- 
cals are requested to give the above immediate and repeated publicity, 
that a large attendance may be secured. 

AMES ANDERSON, M.D., Chairman, 
No. 830 University Place. 


mm ye . . 
| he Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 
Philadelphia, south side of Logan Square, Race street, between 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth. 
— for the examination and reception of patients every Monday and 
Friday at 11 p.m. 
Operations every Wednesday at 11 a.m. 


SURGEONS: 
Dr. T. G. Morton, 


Dr. R. J. Levis, 
Dr. A. D. Hall, 


Dr. D. H. Agnew. 
“MESSRS. BAILLIERE BROTHERS 
Beg to inform the 


MEDICAL PROFESSION 


And STUDENTS, that having purchased a stock of the publications of 
MESSRS. BLANCHARD & LEA, LIPPINCOTT & 
CO, LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Erc. 

They are prepared to sell all the publications of these Houses at a very 


LIBERAL DISCOUNT FoR Casi, Prices will be given on application and 
orders are respectfully solicited. 


; Just Published, 





DISEASES OF THE EAR: 
THEIR DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT. 
A Text-Book of Aural Surgery, in the Form of Academical Lectures. 
By DR. ANTON VON TROLTSCH, 
Aural Surgeon and Lecturer in the University in Wurzburg, Bavaria. 
Translated from the German, and Edited by 
D. B. St. JOHN ROOSA, M.D., 
Assistant Surgeon to the New York Eye Infirmary, 
Illustrated with Wood Engravings. 


From the Second and Last German Edition. 
8vo. Volume. Price $2.00. 


Sent by Mail, Free of Postage. 


The London Medical Times and Gazette, in a review of Troltsch’s 
book, says: “ Of the volume published by Dr. Von Troltsch, we are glad 
to be able to speak very highly. He brings large resources to illustrate his 
subject, and treats it in a thoroughly comprehensive manner. In his case, 
too, there is not wanting the knowledge, which nothing else can sup ily, of 
the morbid conditions of the ear which are met with after death, and 
therefure may be positively known to have existed, some of them at least, 
during life.” 

The Dublin Quarterly Journal says: “ Von Troltsch enjoys the repu- 
tation of being at present the first aurist in Germany, and forms one of 
the Staff of the Wurzburg University, which numbers among its Profes- 
surs, SOCANZONI, KOLLIKER, HEINEICH, MULLEK—names already 
well known to the British medical public.” 


a JUST RECEIVED, A FRESH STOCK OF 
BERNARD & HUETTE’S 
OPERATIVE SURGERY»? 
COLORED PLATES. 
RICE 


THE 


In one handsome 











P $20. 
BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 520 Broadway. 
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GEORGE TIEMANN & CO, 


\{anufacturers of Surgical Instru- 
4 MENTS, &c. 
No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 


“OTTO & REYNDERS, 
Manufacturers and Importers of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, ete., 


> © |) a) ~ T:. = Y G 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 
The various Splints fur Morbus Coxarius, Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder- 
braces, Stockings for Varicuse Veins, Electric Machines, Kar-'l ruimpets, 
Fracture Splints, Crutches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, ete. 


(Established 24 yeurs.) _— - 


_— 


a 
Artificial Legs and 
4 Arms. Selpho’s Patent. The best sub- 
stitutes for lost limbs the world of sciences 
has ever invented 
Can be had only of 
WM. SELPHO, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Send for pamphlet 516 Lroadway. N. Y. 
N.B.—A Silver Medal just awarded at the late Fair of the American 


Institute for the best Artiticial Limbs 


DISEASES OF THE THROAT. 
DR. ELSBERG, 


THE 
AND 


LECTURER 
LARYNX 


ON LARYNGOSCOPE AND DISEASES OF 


OF 


THE 


THROAT IN THE UNIVERSITY 


NEW YORK, 


Devotes himself 


THE LARYNX 
and Neighboring Organs. 
OFFICE HOURS FROM 4 TO 6 P.M. 


153 West 15th Street. 


The ‘Elixir of UCalisaya Bark”— 
1e WAXY O valisaya al 
~ 
was introduced to the notice of the Facalty in 1830, by J. Milan, the 
sole Inventor. None of those Dumerods firms Were in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new articie, have fouad it more convenient with- 
in afew years to appropriate the above extensively known title; it is there 
fore presumable that physicians in prescribing, a8 for over thirty years; 
have relerence solely to the orginal urticle wate by J. Minuau & Son. 
Also, the CHALYBEATE ELIXIR OF CALISAYA BARK (copy- 
righted), being the above preparation with the addition of two grains of 
the celebrated Pyrophosphate of Jron to eacn wineglassful. 
Sole agency for Preven ArtiviciaL Eyes from tne leading Paris manufac- 
turer. Single eyes to order. Sets of 120 for vculists, 
J. Mituac & Son, 
Druggists and Pharmaceutists, 153 Broadway, N.Y., near Cortlandt st 
Either agents for or importers of all the French medicines and fine pre- 
parations in vogue. 
Just published, 12mo., 260 pages, Price $1.25. Free by mail on 
receipt of the Price. 


ON MILITARY AND CAMP 
HOSPITALS, 


AND THE 
HEALTH OF TROOPS IN THE FIELD. 
By L. BAUDENS, 

MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF THE FRENCH ARMY, ETC., ETO. 
Translated and Annotated by FRANKLIN B, HOUGH, M.D, late Sanitary 
Inspector in the Army of the Potomac. 

*,* The above work is the result of a commission sent by the French 
Government to the Crimea to report upon the condition of the Hospitals 
and troops of the French army, and incidentally of the English and Sar- 
dinian armies. It is written in the furm of a narrative, and the great 
questions of the prevention and control of disease in camps and hos- 
pitals sre thoroughly discussed. The hygienic conditions of the United 
States Army are similar to those of the armies of the Crimea; the rules 
and prescriptions given in the book will, therefere, be found perfectly 
applicable. This work recommends itself to commanders of regiments as 
well as army surgeons. 

BatLuxeee Broturss, 620 Broadway, N. Y. 





AMERICAN MEDICAL 


specially to the Treatment of Diseases of | 











Instrument Makers to the 
NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS, 
Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 
SYRINGES, ete., 

85 Fulton street, New York. 

W. & F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. dames Kk. Woop, a full deseription of which will be 
forwarded upen application. Also, Dr. Lewis A. Savee'’s improved out- 
door Splint fur Morsus Coxarius, Directions for measurements will be 
forwarded when requested, 

References :—) ames Kk. Woop, M.D., Lewis A. Saver, M.D., Steruven 
Sairu, M.D, B. FL Baciue, M.D. U.S.N. 

PRICED CATALOGUES WILL BE SENT TO ANY ADDRESS. 

ter" Agents for Jewett's Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
others 

Ge" Sole Agents for “ Ferminichs Irritation Instrument.” Price $8.00. 


— The Anatomical Ball and 
Pane Socket-Jointed Leg. 


ty 
with lateral motion at the ankle, like the natural one. 


Aso; 
THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEG. 

The latter is furnished to seldiers by the U.S. Government, withont 
charge, by applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., at either of the following 
= es:—658 Lruadway, N. Y., Rochester, N, Y., Cincinnati, O., or St. 
ouis, Mo, 

Adjress DR. BLY, as above. 





$F 


es La’ Ss 
CONCENTRATED FLUID MAGNESIA 


Is earnestly and confidently recommended to those who appreciate s 
superior article. Every fluid ounce contains fifteen grains of magnesia in 
an elegant and permanent selution. Whilst possessing vastly iver ased 
medicinal properties, it is furnisbed at a lower price than any similar 
article of Fureign or domestic manufacture. As a corrector of acidity, an 
invigerating tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive organs, 
it is withou. a rival, and has elicited unqualified approbation. 
PYLE & BROTHER, 
Chemists, 
Brovklyn, N. Y. 
FOR SALE BY 

JAS. S, ASPINWALL, 86 William St., N. Y. 

SCHIEFFELIN BROTHERS & CO., William, cor. Beekman St., N. 

CASWELL, MACK & CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, R. 

HEGEWAN & CO, Broadway, N. Y. 

JOIN MEAKIM, 679 Broadway, N. Y. 

F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sts., Brooklyn, N. Y, 

J. H. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Vanderbilt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y, 

F. BROWN, cor. Fitth and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia. 

H. ©. BLAIR, cor. Eighth and Walnat Sts., Philadelphia. 

WYETH & BROTHER, 1412 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 

And by Druggists generaliy. 


Y. 
L 





TERMS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES. 


City and Canadian Subscribers, $3.50 per annum, payable in advance, 
{ Mail Subscribers, $3 per annum, payable in advance. 

Remittances must accompany an order for the Journal. 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsible for the loss of 
moneys inclosed in unregistered letters. 

There are two volumes @ year, commencing on the 1st of January and 
July ; but subscriptions may begin at any date. 

Those who desire to have the series complete can be supplied with the 
back numbers at ¢he original subscription price. 

The last volume, nicely bound in cloth, may be had at the office, for $2 00, 
and free by mail for $2.32; cloth cases for binding may be had at the office 
for 25 cents, and free by mail for 34 cents. 


*,* Toe Mevicat Tues is published every Saturday morning, and is 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every section of the country. As a 
medium for immediate communication with the medical profession of the 
United States, it offers unsurpassed facilities to those desiring to advertise 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical r oagwe ene Instruments 
of every kind, Drugs and Medicines, ete., etc, ‘The following terms of 
transient advertisements may be modified by special contract for perma- 
nent insertion: 

4¢ column, or less, 





each insertion $1 00 
‘7 1 80 
bed 8 60 
e * 7 20 
made for = insertions, 
io B80 “ “ “« 26 iy 
. 85 cS “ + 52 “ 
Communications should be addressed “ Office American Medical Times, 
520 Broadway, N. Y.” BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
Publishers and Proprietors. 


x CT . 

1 3 . . 

A deduction of 10 per cent is 
- 25 . “ 





